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PART  I 
INTRODUCTION 


SETTING 


The  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River,  one  of  the  last  hidden  treasures  of 
northern  New  Mexico,  flows  out  of  the  snowcapped  Rocky  Mountains  in  Colorado 
and  journeys  1,900  miles  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.   Its  voyage  takes  it  through 
the  sanctuary  of  the  800  feet  chasms  of  the  Rio  Grande  Gorge  (Figure  1),  a 
48-mile  stretch  of  one  of  the  wildest  river  canyons  in  America. 

Early  in  its  journey  through  this  broad  sagebrush  valley  in  New  Mexico,  the 
river  withdraws  from  man,  renewing  itself  in  rapids,  waterfalls,  and  pools. 
It  descends  1,500  feet  in  50  miles,  polishing  basalt  to  glasslike  smoothness, 
sheltering  and  supporting  giant  trout  along  its  way.   Eagles  and  hawks  nest 
and  hunt  along  the  canyon  rims.   Into  their  wild  domain  venture  fishermen, 
Whitewater  boaters,  adventurous  nature  lovers,  and  the  numerous  wildlife  that 
call  the  Rio  Grande  home. 

Because  the  Rio  Grande  passes  like  a  ribbon  of  life  through  a  large  and 
semiarid  region,  Spanish  conquistadores  moving  north  from  Mexico  recognized 
the  importance  of  the  river  and  named  it  "El  Rio  Grande  del  Norte"  —  the 
great  river  of  the  north.   Virtually  inaccessible  in  this  region,  the  river 
has  remained  in  its  original  primitive  and  wild  condition.   The  river  is  fed 
by  generous  springs  and  small  tributaries  —  the  Red  River,  San  Cristobal 
Creek,  the  Rio  Hondo,  and  the  Rio  Pueblo  de  Taos.   These  streams  originate 
high  in  the  Sangre  de  Cristo  Mountains  that  parallel  the  gorge  to  the  east. 

The  most  significant  of  the  major  tributaries  of  the  Rio  Grande  is  the  Red 
River.   The  Red  River  breaks  briefly  from  Red  River  Canyon  at  Questa,  New 
Mexico,  and  flows  rapidly  through  a  mountain  valley  of  grassy  meadows  and 
narrowleaf  cottonwood  stands  before  plunging  into  a  deepening  gorge  of  its 
own.   Before  joining  the  Rio  Grande,  the  lower  4  miles  of  the  Red  River  rival 
the  Rio  Grande  Canyon  in  their  own  spectacular  depth  and  primitive  character. 
Because  of  the  outstanding  qualities  of  the  Red  River  Canyon,  the  lower  4 
miles  were  included  in  the  wild  river  along  with  the  48  miles  of  the  Rio 
Grande.   Consequently,  that  portion  of  the  Red  River  has  also  been  included  in 
this  management  plan. 

LOCATION 

The  Rio  Grande  Recreation  Management  Area  consists  of  48  miles  of  the  Rio 
Grande  (from  the  Colorado/New  Mexico  border,  south  to  Taos  Junction,  New 
Mexico)  and  the  lower  4  miles  of  the  Red  River  to  the  confluence  of  the  Rio 
Grande  (see  Map  1).   The  management  area  includes  a  \   mile  buffer  on  either 
side  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  the  Red  River  (16,880  acres)  and  the  developed  Wild 
River  Recreation  Area  (1,880  acres)  (see  Map  2  inside  the  back  cover  of  this 
document).   The  entire  study  area  is  located  in  Taos  County,  New  Mexico. 

The  management  area  parallels  the  Sangre  de  Cristo  Mountain  Range,  managed  by 
the  Carson  National  Forest.   The  management  area  is  also  adjacent  to  the 
"Enchanted  Circle"  resort  triangle  which  consists  of  Taos,  Questa,  Red  River, 
Eagle  Nest,  and  Angel  Fire,  all  summer  and  winter  resort  communities.   The 
influx  of  visitors  to  the  Rio  Grande  Recreation  Management  Area  is  increased 
by  the  proximity  of  these  resort  areas  and  recreation  opportunities. 


The  Rio  Grande  forms  the  western  boundary  of  the  Carson  National  Forest  along 
4.75  miles  of  river  (see  Map  2).   In  addition,  the  Red  River  forms  the 
northern  boundary  of  the  forest  for  4  miles.   With  the  exception  of  the  upper 
.75  miles  of  Red  River,  the  remaining  designated  ri^er  within  this  management 
area  meets  all  qualifications  of  the  Wild  River  as  defined  in  Section  2(b)(1) 
of  the  Wild  and  Scenic  Rivers  Act.   The  48  miles  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  the 
lower  3.25  miles  of  the  Red  River  are  classified  and  designated,  and  will  be 
administered  as  a  "Wild  River".   This  area  contains  approximately  912  acres. 

The  upper  \   mile  within  the  lower  4  miles  of  the  Red  River,  including  \   that 
crosses  privately  owned  land,  is  classified  and  will  be  administered  as  a 
"recreational  river"  due  to  its  accessibility.   This  area  contains 
approximately  70  acres. 

The  New  Mexico  Game  and  Fish  Department  manages  the  area  Immediately  above  the 
Red  River  boundary.   One  of  the  main  attractions  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  Red 
River  is  the  fine  trout  fishing.   These  streams  have  a  reputation  for 
producing  large  rainbow  and  German  brown  trout.   The  excellence  of  this 
fishing  has  often  been  publicized  in  national  sports  magazines,  which 
contributes  to  the  state  and  local  fishing  use  demand.   The  New  Mexico 
Department  of  Game  and  Fish  recognizes  these  quality  fishery  waters,  plants 
fingerlings  at  the  Red  River  entry  waters,  and  also  stocks  the  Rio  Grande  by 
packing  in  fingerlings  on  mules. 

The  Taos  Indian  Pueblo,  under  the  administration  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs,  has  ownership  of  approximately  2,026  acres  of  land  at  the  southern 
end  and  on  the  eastern  rim  of  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River  Management 
Area.   (See  Map  2.)   Public  access  through  Taos  Indian  lands  is  prohibited. 

The  New  Mexico  State  Parks  and  Recreation  Department  administers  the  Rio 
Grande  State  Park  at  Pilar,  New  Mexico;  this  park  borders  the  south  end  of  the 
Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River  Management  Area.   The  park  runs  along  the 
banks  of  the  Rio  Grande  from  Pilar  to  the  Taos  Junction  Bridge.   Four  major 
camping  areas  offer  shelters,  toilets,  fireplaces,  and  drinking  water.   The 
state  park  is  patented  under  the  Recreation  and  Public  Purposes  Act  from  the 
BLM  to  the  New  Mexico  State  Park  and  Recreation  Commission. 

The  New  Mexico  State  Highway  Department  administers  a  developed  recreation 
area  at  the  west  end  of  the  Rio  Grande  High  Bridge  on  U.S.  Highway  64.   The 
area  consists  of  eight  picnic  shelters,  toilets,  a  waste  dump  vault,  and  area 
lighting.   The  recreation  site  offers  much-needed  relief  for  the  thousands  of 
visitors  who  visit  the  Rio  Grande  High  Bridge  annually  to  view  the  Rio  Grande 
from  the  650-foot  elevation  of  the  bridge. 

ACCESS 

Principal  vehicular  access  to  the  Rio  Grande  within  the  management  area  is 
available  at  only  two  locations.   Access  to  the  river  at  the  John  Dunn  Bridge 
Recreation  Site  can  be  found  by  traveling  8  miles  north  of  Taos,  New  Mexico, 
on  New  Mexico  Highway  3,  then  west  on  the  Rio  Hondo  dirt  road  through  Arroyo 
Hondo,  New  Mexico,  for  3  miles.   The  other  vehicular  access  to  the  Rio  Grande 
Wild  and  Scenic  River  is  at  the  Taos  Junction  Bridge  site,  immediately  north 
of  the  New  Mexico  Rio  Grande  State  Park.   Access  here  may  be  attained  from  New 
Mexico  Highway  96  paralleling  the  Rio  Grande.   The  Taos  Junction  Bridge  Site 
may  also  be  reached  from  New  Mexico  Highway  68  south  of  Taos,  then  8  miles 
southwest  on  New  Mexico  Highway  96  along  the  Rio  Pueblo  de  Taos. 


FIGURE  1    THE  RIO  GRANDE  AS  IT  THREADS  ITS  WAY  THROUGH  THE  WILD  RIVER  AREA. 


COLORADO 


Ute  Mountain 


RIO  GRANDE 
RECREATION 


MANAGEMENT  AREA 


hM 


Cerro< 


Questai 


\ 

i) 

O 


CARSON 


^O         Hi 

ver  f  "*  v\.  f 


Red  River  | 


NATIONAL 


_J 


Rio  Grande 

Gorge 
State  Park 


^d   FOREST 


T<S 


R    I    O 


'Rinconada 


\ 

FOREST  \ 

\  Wheeler  Peak  J 

Arroyo  Hondo     ,  -  — "         -^        \ 

TAOS  \ 

INDIAN  / 

PUEBLO  Jl 

Taos     Jr\s  xr^  ^-^  /  i   ' 

r 

/        y 

CARSON  I 

>  II  S       V .  ) 

NATIONAL  V 


L_  iu 

NATIONAL     L,    QH|NDIAN, 


AO^v 

ndiaK 
r'  ^Kpueblo\ 


Dixon' 


r 


Pena8co 


N?»    \1 


< 


) 


(*  MAP   AREA 


Q  FOREST 


S\ 


*>/, 


NEW    MEXICO 


X 


^2 


r 


MAP    1         GENERAL    LOCATION 
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Access  to  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  River  Recreation  Area  is  found  by  traveling  on 
New  Mexico  Highway  3  for  3  miles  north  of  Questa,  New  Mexico,  then  turning 
west  for  2  miles  through  Cerro,  New  Mexico,  and  then  another  8  miles  to  the 
entrance  of  the  recreation  area  (Figure  2).   Within  the  recreation  area, 
access  to  the  Rio  Grande  and  Red  River  is  by  trails  only.   Red  River  access  is 
from  New  Mexico  Highway  3,  1  mile  south  of  Questa,  New  Mexico,  then  west  2 
miles  to  the  Red  River  Fish  Hatchery. 

A  spectacular  view  of  the  Rio  Grande  may  be  found  on  U.S.  Highway  64,  2  miles 
north  of  Taos,  then  7  miles  west  to  the  Rio  Grande  High  Bridge.   This  route 
spans  the  Rio  Grande  on  a  bridge  1,200  feet  long  and  650  feet  above  the 
river.   The  high  bridge  is  popular  year-round  tourist  attraction. 

RIVER  CLASSIFICATIONS 

Map  2  illustrates  the  general  boundary  lines  of  the  Wild  River  Area  as 
determined  by  the  original  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River  Plan  prepared  for 
Congress  (pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  Section  3(a),  3(b),  and  4  of  the 
National  Wild  and  Scenic  River  Act)  and  how  they  were  classified.   These 
boundaries  aggregate  approximately  16,880  acres  as  follows:   for  the  Wild 
River — 15,622  acres,  and  for  the  Recreation  River — 1,258  acres. 

The  river  classifications  are  defined  as  follows,  and  are  listed  in  detail  in 
Appendix  A. 

Wild 

Classification  of  roughly  98  percent  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  Red  River  segments 
as  Wild  River  Areas  is  consistent  with  criteria  set  forth  in  Section  2(b)  of 
the  Wild  and  Scenic  Rivers  Act.   These  river  segments  —  within  the  boundary 
limit  set  forth  in  the  act  —  are  free  of  impoundments  and  generally 
inaccessible  except  by  foot  trails,  with  shorelines  essentially  primitive  and 
waters  essentially  unpolluted. 

Scenic 


The  entire  Wild  River  Area  is  also  designated  as  scenic.   However,  the  other 
two  classifications  (wild  and  recreational)  will  provide  sufficient  control. 

Recreational 


Three  areas  aggregating  about  2  percent  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  Red  River 
segments  are  easily  accessible  by  automobile  and  are  now  heavily  used  for 
recreation.   They  are,  therefore,  classified  for  recreation. 

This  boundary  limit  is  as  the  maximum  permissible  under  the  320-acre-per-mile 
limitations  of  Section  3(b)  of  the  act,  which  is  16,880  acres.   Protection  of 
the  scenic  and  wild  river  values  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  Red  River  requires 
preservation  of  the  river  corridor  from  rim  to  rim,  or  \   mile  from  the  banks 
of  the  river.   In  areas  where  the  rims  are  up  to  1  mile  apart,  the  limitation 
leaves  rim  areas  without  protection  from  other  forms  of  land  appropriation. 


BACKGROUND  INFORMATION 

History 

Indian  tribes  have  flourished  and  still  live  along  the  Rio  Grande  and  Red 
River  today.   Indications  of  prehistoric  Indian  existence  in  the  form  of 
habitation,  lithic  sites,  petroglyphs,  and  artifact  remains  date  from  around 
12,000  B.C.  and  are  evident  throughout  the  area.   Captain  Hernando  de  Alvarado 
and  his  detachment  of  Spanish  conquistadores  from  the  Coronado  expedition 
first  explored  the  northern  reaches  of  the  Rio  Grande  in  1540.   Spanish  trade 
and  settlement  grew  until  the  overthrow  of  the  Spanish  by  Mexico  in  1821. 
After  the  war  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico  in  1846,  the  territory  of 
New  Mexico  was  surrendered  to  the  United  States.   During  this  period,  fur 
trappers,  prospectors,  and  settlers  from  throughout  the  United  States  ventured 
to  the  unspoiled  Taos  area  to  seek  their  fortune.   In  the  wild  depths  of  the 
gorges,  the  river  still  brings  back  these  yesterdays,  drawing  the  adventurous 
to  challenge  their  creativity,  energy,  imagination,  and  to  experience  the 
excitement  and  forbidden  dangers  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

In  1959,  the  New  Mexico  State  Legislature  included  this  river  region  in  the 
State  Park  System  as  the  "Rio  Grande  State  Park."  The  area  was  designated 
primarily  to  express  the  state's  concern  and  desire  for  the  protection  and 
preservation  of  the  wild  beauty  of  the  gorge.   In  1968,  the  U.S.  Congress 
proposed  approximately  48  miles  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  the  lower  4  miles  of  the 
Red  River  in  the  National  Wild  and  Scenic  Rivers  Act,  Public  Law  90-542. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  took  on  the 
responsibility  of  the  management  and  administration  of  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and 
Scenic  River.   On  October  2,  1968,  Public  Law  90-542,  was  signed  into  law. 

In  the  Act  Congress  stated," ... [it  is]  the  policy  of  the  United  States 
that  certain  selected  rivers  of  the  Nation  which,  with  their  immediate 
environments,  possess  outstandingly  remarkable  scenic,  recreational, 
cultural,  or  other  similar  values,  shall  be  preserved  in  free-flowing 
condition,  and  that  they  and  their  immediate  environments  shall  be 
protected  for  the  benefit  and  enjoyment  of  present  and  future 
generations.   The  Congress  declares  that  the  established  national  policy 
of  dam  and  other  construction  at  appropriate  sections  of  the  rivers  of  the 
United  States  needs  to  be  complimented  by  a  policy  that  would  preserve 
other  selected  rivers  or  sections  thereof  in  free-flowing  condition  to 
protect  the  water  quality  of  such  rivers  and  to  fulfill  other  vital 
national  conservation  purposes." 

To  implement  this  policy,  the  act  established  a  Natural  Wild  and  Scenic  Rivers 
System  and  designated  eight  rivers  as  original  components  of  that  system.   The 
Rio  Grande  and  a  portion  of  the  Red  River  were  among  the  first  eight  rivers 
designated  by  the  act  as  "instant  rivers." 

Purposes  of  the  Management  Plan 

The  purposes  of  this  management  plan  are  to  identify  the  management  actions 
needed  to  resolve  resource  use  conflicts,  to  prevent  serious  resource 
deterioration,  and  to  provide  a  safe  and  healthy  environment  for  the 
recreationists  visiting  the  management  area. 


I 


Need 

The  need  for  this  management  plan  stems  from:   the  increased  use  of  the 
special  management  area,  the  Rio  Grande  MFP  decisions,  the  Wild  and  Scenic 
Rivers  Act  mandates,  and  bureau  policy  changes. 


The  scope  of  this  plan  will  be  to  (1)  set  forth  the  direction  for  management 
(administration,  development,  and  protection)  of  recreation  use  and  recreation 
resources;  (2)  identify  specific  management  actions  to  be  taken  to  manage 
recreation  use  and  resources;  and  (3)  establish  the  general  sequence  of 
implementing  these  management  actions. 

RESOURCES  IN  THE  MANAGEMENT  AREA 

Climate 

Weather  data  for  the  management  area  is  obtained  from  the  recording  station  at 
Cerro,  New  Mexico,  at  an  elevation  of  7,665  feet.   Annual  precipitation 
averages  13.22  inches,  of  which  51  percent  falls  during  July,  August, 
September,  and  October.   August  is  the  wettest  month,  with  an  average  of  2.13 
inches  of  rain.   Snowfall  averages  about  53.6  inches  annually.   Maximum 
snowfall  generally  occurs  from  November  through  April,  with  the  heaviest  snows 
in  December  and  March  (averageing  9.3  and  10.8  inches  respectively).   Appendix 
B  illustrates  the  average  monthly  precipitation  and  temperature  for  the  Wild 
River  Area. 

Water  Resources 

The  average  gradient  of  the  Rio  Grande  within  the  management  area  is  22  feet 
per  mile.   Total  fall  between  the  state  line  and  Pilar  is  1,600  feet,  with 
gradients  ranging  from  12  feet  per  mile  to  150  feet  per  mile.   Maximum 
profiles  in  the  gorge  are  found  between  the  junction  of  the  Red  River  and  a 
point  upstream  near  Latir  Creek.   This  12-mile  section  has  a  total  fall  of  650 
feet.   Seasonal  fluctuations  in  the  river's  width  are  not  pronounced  due  to 
the  confinement  of  the  gorge.   Depth  is  quite  variable  with  a  high  frequency 
of  potholes  ranging  in  depth  up  to  20  feet  or  more.   Seasonal  fluctuation 
generally  accounts  for  5  foot  variations,  and  maximum  depth  ususally  coincides 
with  the  spring  runoff  and  with  intense  summer  thunderstorms. 

Streamflows  in  the  Rio  Grande  Gorge  are  affected  by  four  conditions:   (1) 
snowpack  in  the  mountainous  headwaters:  (2)  rainfall  during  intense  summer 
storms;  (3)  upstream  diversions  for  irrigation  in  the  San  Luis  Valley, 
Colorado;  and  (4)  accretion  from  the  ground  water  table.   Because  of  the  Rio 
Grande  and  Red  River  are  deeply  entrenched,  there  are  no  direct  diversions  of 
water  within  the  management  area. 

Flooding  in  the  Rio  Grande  Basin  is  common  and  of  two  types:   spring  floods 
caused  by  snowmelt  or  a  combination  of  snowmelt  and  general  precipitation,  and 
flash  floods.   The  former  occurs  during  the  period  from  April  through  June  and 
the  latter  from  April  through  October.   Flooding  in  the  management  area  is 
incidental  due  to  the  river's  restriction  in  the  gorge. 


11 


Data  compiled  from  six  geological  survey  streamflow  gaging  stations  located  in 
the  management  area  shows  that  maximum  flows  in  the  Rio  Grande  Gorge  above  the 
Red  River  generally  occur  during  May,  June,  and  July.   Maximum  flows  below  the 
Red  River  generally  occur  in  April,  May,  and  June.   Highest  average  flows 
occur  in  may  May  and  June.   Periods  of  low  flows  generally  occur  from  August 
to  October. 

Accretion  from  the  ground  water  reservoir  constitutes  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  flow  of  the  Rio  Grande  within  the  management  area.   Total  accretion  to 
the  Rio  Grande  and  Red  River  between  the  Lobatos  gaging  station  in  Colorado 
and  the  confluence  of  these  rivers  amount  to  about  80,000  acre-feet  per  year. 

Water  quality  in  the  gorge  and  lower  Red  River  is  generally  very  good.   The 
drainage  basin  of  the  Rio  Grande  above  Taos  Junction  contributes  comparatively 
little  sediment  to  the  downstream  areas.   Suspended  sediment  at  the 
Colorado/New  Mexico  State  line  is  approximately  150  acre-feet  annually.   A 
major  portion  of  the  river's  sediment  load  originates  in  the  tributary  system 
entering  below  the  management  area.   Concentrations  of  soluble  salts  are 
relatively  low.   Water  temperatures  are  moderate  and  are  such  that  a 
productive  trout  fishery  is  maintained  in  the  Rio  Grande  Gorge  and  the  Red 
River  drainage.   During  late  summer,  alga  blooms  occasionally  produce  "mossy" 
conditions  in  the  gorge.   Several  springs  inappropriately  named  "arsenic 
springs"  are  located  along  the  east  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande  about  2  miles  above 
the  confluence  of  the  Red  River.   These  springs  contribute  a  substantial 
quantity  of  high  quality  water  to  the  river,  and  were  at  one  time  considered  a 
potential  site  for  rearing  ponds  for  a  state  trout  hatchery. 

The  mining  of  a  large  reserve  of  molybdenum  ore  located  between  Questa  and  Red 
River  has  created  water  quality  problems  due  to  the  transportation  system  and 
tailings  ponds  necessary  in  the  processing  of  the  ore.   The  occasional 
breaking  of  the  pipes  that  transport  the  tailings  waste  to  the  tailings  ponds 
may  cause  a  deposition  of  directly  into  the  Red  River.   This  creates  an 
environmental  hazard  to  the  fish  and  aquatic  habitat  and,  if  the  break  is 
large  enough,  may  be  detrimental  to  public  use  of  the  water  downstream  in  the 
Rio  Grande . 

Waters  in  the  Rio  Grande  Gorge  are  generally  clear  after  the  spring  runoff 
terminates.   However,  rapid  changes  in  turbidity  are  possible  downstream  from 
the  Red  River.   Within  a  4-hour  period,  a  storm  in  the  Red  River  drainage  is 
capable  of  changing  the  beautifully  clear  water  at  the  point  where  the  old  New 
Mexico  Highway  3  crosses  the  Rio  Grande  to  such  a  murky  condition  that  fishing 
is  precluded.   In  this  instance,  the  area  above  the  junction  of  the  Red  River 
could  still  remain  clear.   Conversely,  heavy  rainstorms  in  the  upper  portion 
of  the  Rio  Grande  could  produce  murky  conditions  in  the  management  area  while 
the  Red  River  remains  clear.   Clearing  from  this  type  of  a  storm  generally 
takes  2  to  4  days  and  is  dependent  upon  the  extend  and  intensity  of  the 
particular  storm. 

No  communities  use  water  from  the  Rio  Grande  in  the  management  area  for 
domestic  purposes,  nor  does  it  appear  that  any  substantial  use  of  river  water 
for  domestic  purposes  will  occur  in  the  future.   Although  the  waters  of  the 
Rio  Grande  are  relatively  unpolluted,  the  tributary  streams  of  Rio  Hondo,  Rio 
Taos,  and  Red  River  may  be  subject  to  varying  degrees  of  pollution  from 
domestic  animals  and  human  wastes. 
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Water  Rights  and  Ownership 

Understanding  of  the  management  area  cannot  bo  developed  without  specific 
knowledge  of  the  ownership  of  water  within  the  Upper  Rio  Grande  Basin. 

Prior  to  the  advent  of  irrigation  in  the  San  Luis  Valley  in  Colorado,  which 
began  in  the  1850* s  and  extended  through  the  1890' s,  the  natrual  flow 
conditions  of  the  Rio  Grande  supplied  adequate  water  from  planting  time 
through  July  in  the  Albuquerque  area,  and  through  August  in  th  vicinity  of  El 
Paso,  Texas.   With  full  irrigation  development  in  Colorado,  water  supplies 
became  increasingly  short  in  the  New  Mexico  and  Texas  portions  of  the  upper 
Rio  Grande  drainage  basin.   This  storage  of  irrigation  water,  in  an  area  where 
prior  water  rights  existed,  let  to  a  series  of  lengthy  legal  actions  against 
upstream  water  users.   Claims  involving  the  Mexican  government  against  the 
United  States  and  cliams  by  the  States  of  Texas  and  New  Mexico  against  the 
State  of  Colorado  were  initiated.   These  claims  eventually  led  to  the  physical 
splitting  of  the  Rio  Grande  Basin  into  two  sections.   In  order  to  assure 
downstream  water  in  the  lower  basin,  Elephant  Butte  Reservoir  was  constructed 
in  1915. 

After  a  series  of  conferences  and  following  the  consummation  of  temporary 
compact  in  1929,  a  permanent  compact  was  negotiated  in  1939  by  representatives 
of  Colorado,  New  Mexico,  and  Texas.   The  Rio  Grande  Company  became  effective 
in  1939.   It  permits  construction  of  reservoirs  above  Elephant  Butte  Reservoir 
under  several  conditions,  the  dominant  stipulation  being  that  "project 
storage"  in  the  Upper  Rio  Grande  Basin  cannot  exceed  2,638,860  acre-feet,  and 
that  specified  amounts  of  water  are  to  be  delivered  by  Colorado  to  New  Mexico 
and  New  Mexico  to  Texas. 

The  Rio  Grande  Compact  also  prohibits  an  increase  in  storage  of  water  in 
reservoirs  constructed  after  1929  in  Colorado  and  New  Mexico  when  there  is 
less  than  400,000  acre-feet  of  usable  water  stored  in  Elephant  Butte  Reservoir. 

The  recently  approved  San  Luis  Valley  Water  project  in  southern  Colorado, 
which  will  pump  their  present  surplus  of  ground  water  back,  into  the  Rio  Grande 
for  irrigation  purposes,  will  begin  providing  80  to  160  cubic  feet  per  second 
(CFS)  to  the  Rio  Grande  in  New  Mexico  by  1985.   This  will  not  only  pay  off  a 
back  debt  of  water  to  New  Mexico,  but  will  provide  essential  water  for  the 
fish  and  wildlife  habitat  on  the  Rio  Grande  during  low  water  years. 

Soils 

The  lava  capped  areas  along  the  Rio  Grande  have  developed  clay  type  soils  of 
variable  depths.   The  eastern  portion  of  the  Rio  Grande  trough  is  largely 
composed  of  soils  derived  from  alluvial  sediments.   These  sediments  have 
resulted  from  erosion  of  the  mountainous  areas  to  the  east. 

The  majority  of  the  access  trails  from  the  rim  to  the  river  are  affected  by 

the  loose  basalt  make-up  of  the  canyon  gorge.   These  trails  are  continually 

deteriorating  due  to  erosion,  creating  constant  maintenance  problems,  and 
hazards  to  hikers. 
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Geology 

The  Rio  Grande  trough  has  been  formed  by  highly  complex  geologic  processes 
involving  uplift,  faulting,  and  volcanic  action.   The  dominant  land  form  has 
resulted  from  a  series  of  overlapping  andesite-basalt  lava  flows  which  are 
relatively  resistant  to  erosion.   Ute  Mountain  and  Cerro  del  la  011a,  which 
extend  above  these  lava  flows  to  an  elevation  of  10,120  feet  and  9,450  feet 
respectively,  are  striking  examples  of  extinct  volcanoes.   Other  isolated 
hills  in  the  vicinity  of  the  gorge  are  also  considered  to  be  remnants  of 
volcanoes . 

The  trough  has  a  poorly  developed  system  of  surface  drainage.   However,  the 
area  is  well  drained  due  to  the  permeable  nature  of  the  fractured  lava  flows. 
Precipitation  rapidly  percolates  into  the  ground  and  eventually  reaches  the 
river. 

A  short  distance  north  of  the  Colorado/New  Mexico  State  line,  the  Rio  Grande 
enters  a  deep  gorge  dissecting  the  lava  flows.   This  entrenchment  extends 
southward  some  70  miles  before  entering  the  Velarde  Valley  near  the  village  of 
Embudo.   The  total  drainage  area  as  described  above  is  about  7,000  square 
miles.   This,  however  does  not  include  2,940  square  miles  of  the  closed  basin 
in  the  San  Luis  Valley,  Colorado. 

The  Red  River,  which  rises  on  the  eastern  slopes  of  the  Sangre  de  Cristo 
Mountains  north  of  Taos,  contributes  the  major  amount  of  surface  water  to  the 
Rio  Grande  study  area.   The  confluence  of  the  Red  River  with  the  Rio  Grande 
occurs  about  18  miles  northwest  of  Taos.   Width  and  depth  of  the  gorge  are 
relatively  uniform,  being  slightly  shallower  to  the  north.   The  widest  portion 
of  the  gorge  is  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Rio  Grande  Red  River  confluence.   Table 
1  shows  the  width  and  depth  characteristics  at  selected  points  for  reference. 


TABLE  1 

DEPTH  AND  WIDTH  CHARACTERISTICS  OF  THE  RIO  GRANDE  GORGE 

BETWEEN  THE  COLORADO/NEW  MEXICO  STATE  LINE  AND  PILAR 


Width  Depth 

Location  in  Feet  $J  in  Feet 


Colorado-New  Mexico  State  Line  1,300  200 

Chiflo  Mountain  1,300  300 
Rio  Grande  upstream  from  the 

Confluence  of  the  Red  River  4,000  800 

Red  River  at  its  mouth  1,600  800 

Arroyo  Hondo  1,300  500 

Rio  Pueblo  de  Taos  1,700  700 


Notes:  ^/      Rim-to-rim. 
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Vegetation 


Vegetation  varies  from  the  area  above  the  gorge  rim  to  the  river  bottom.   The 
area  above  the  rim  is  primarily  of  the  pinyon-juniper  vegetative  type  with 
sagebrush  understory  dominating  the  landscape.   Woody  shrubs  (broomsnake  weed, 
rabbitbrush,  four-wing  saltbush,  and  winter  fat),  grasses  (blue  grama,  Indian 
rice-grass,  galleta,  and  Western  wheatgrass),  and  forbs  (Russian  thistle, 
cactus  species,  false  buckwheat,  and  others)  are  scattered  throughout  the  rim 
and  slopes  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  Red  River  canyons. 

The  inner  canyon  river  area  contains  cottonwoods,  ponderosa  pine,  Douglas  fir, 
spruce,  and  scattered  pinyon  and  juniper  stands.   Various  species  of  aquatic 
and  riparian  vegetation  form  lush  areas  along  the  river's  edge. 

Wildlife 

Several  varieties  of  wildlife  are  found  along  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic 
River.   Big  game  species  include  muledeer,  elk,  and  antelope.   Black  bear, 
mountain  lion,  beaver,  porcupine,  coyote,  and  rodent  species  frequent  the 
river  area  throughout  the  year.   Rattlesnake  and  bull  snakes  are  frequently 
sighted  along  with  a  number  of  other  reptile  species. 

Waterfowl  and  raptors  can  also  be  seen  along  the  gorge  rims  and  on  the  river 
during  migration  and  nesting  seasons.   Ducks,  geese,  blue  herons,  ospreys, 
bald  and  golden  eagles,  red-tailed  hawks,  turkey  vultures,  prairie  falcons, 
ravens,  and  great-horned  owls  have  been  sighted  along  the  Rio  Grande. 
Mourning  dove  and  quail  are  also  abundant  in  the  area  as  are  many  other  small 
bird  species. 

Fisheries 

The  gorge  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the  best  trout  fisheries  in  the  State  of 
New  Mexico.   Fishing  is  year  round  with  heaviest  pressures  in  the  spring  and 
fall. 

Game  fish  include  rainbow  and  brown  trout,  Northern  pike,  catfish,  and  small 
mouth  bass  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  Wild  River  area.   Nongame  species 
include  the  white  sucker,  carp,  long  nose  dace,  and  flathead  chub. 

Timber 


There  are  no  commercial  stands  of  timber  in  or  along  the  gorge.   However,  the 
traditional  practice  of  cutting  pinyon  and  juniper  trees  for  posts  and 
firewood  has  resulted  in  some  depletion  of  the  tree  cover — especially  along 
the  rim  area.   Some  of  this  has  occurred  on  public  lands  without 
authorization.   This  must  be  monitored  closely  to  protect  the  extremely  sparce 
tree  cover  on  the  rim  areas  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

Livestock  Grazing 

Present  grazing  practices  are  limited  to  sheep  and  cattle  grazing  leases  along 
the  rim  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  Red  River  canyon.   No  grazing  is  permitted 
within  the  canyons  or  along  the  river  edge,  but  stock  crossing  and  watering  at 
Chiflo  trail  and  Sheep  Crossing  in  the  Recreation  Area  result  in  some 
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vegetative  grazing  and  disturbance.   Livestock  grazing  is  also  allowed  in  the 
developed  Rio  Grande  Wild  River  Recreation  Area  during  the  off-season 
(November-March) . 

Minerals 

Mineral  development  and  exploration  has  not  been  a  problem  which  has  directly 
impacted  the  Rio  Grande  and  Red  River  until  recently.   The  Molybdenum 
Corporation  (Division  of  Union  Oil)  has  expanded  their  operation  to 
underground  mining.   Plans  for  the  mining  and  milling  of  molybdenum  are 
expected  to  extend  over  the  next  30  years.   The  released  affluent  from  the 
existing  tailings  ponds  into  the  Red  River,  and  the  occasional  breaks  in  the 
tailings  line  transportation  system,  create  potential  environmental  hazards  to 
the  management  area. 

Gold  and  silver  placer  mining  is  allowed  in  the  Rio  Grande  and  Red  River,  but 
only  with  nonmechanized  equipment.   No  motorized  equipment  may  be  used  for 
extracting  any  minerals  from  any  portion  of  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  River  Area. 

Visual  Resource  Management 

The  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River  is  a  designated  Class  I  Visual  Resource 
Management  (VRM)  Class.   Only  natural  ecological  changes  and  very  limited 
management  activities  are  allowed.   Any  contrast  created  within  the 
characteristic  landscape  must  not  attract  attention.   This  classification  is 
applied  to  wilderness  areas,  wild  and  scenic  rivers,  and  other  areas  where 
visual  resource  protection  is  necessary. 

Cultural  Resources 

No  systematic  cultural  survey  of  the  entire  Rio  Grande  River  Gorge  has  been 
undertaken.   However,  various  sources  have  reported  evidence  of  human  activity 
both  in  the  gorge  along  the  river  and  on  top  along  the  rim  of  the  gorge. 

Prehistoric 

Prehistoric  campsites  occur  along  both  sides  of  the  gorge.   All  sites,  thus 
far,  reported  on  the  rim  are  aceramic,  containing  only  hearths  and 
nondiagnostic  lithics.   Ceramic  sites  from  one-half  to  10  miles  from  the  gorge 
range  between  ca.  A.D.  900  to  1400.   One  lithic  site  (NM-01  10,008)  near  a  dry 
lake  bed  about  6  miles  west  of  the  gorge  is  thought  to  be  a  Paleo  Indian 
encampment  (ca.  B.C.  9500  to  B.C.  5500).   The  Paleo  Indian  period  and  Archaic 
period  (ca.,  B.C.  5500  to  A.D.  400)  in  the  region  are  not  documented  although 
various  sources  have  reported  sites  which  appear  to  date  to  either  the  Paleo 
Indian  or  Archaic. 

Pueblo  period  petroglyphs  (Figure  3)  postdating  A.D.  1300  are  found  on  cliff 
walls  in  the  gorge,  on  boulders  along  the  river  bank,  and  on  rocks  on  the  rim 
of  the  gorge.   Petroglyphs  in  the  Taos  area  are  a  provincial  form  of  the  Rio 
Grande  style  of  rock  art.   Rock  art  in  the  gorge  varies  from  the  Rio  Grande 
style  of  south  because  this  area  is  situated  on  the  northern  periphery  of  the 
Pueblo  culture.   The  northern  most  petroglyphs  recorded  in  the  gorge  (NM-01 
10006)  are  at  the  confluence  of  San  Cristobal  Creek  with  the  Rio  Grande. 
Reports  of  rock  art  farther  up  the  river  have  also  been  received. 
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FIGURE  3 


PETROGLYPHS  ARE  VISIBLE  ALL  ALONG  THE  RIM  AND  BANKS  OF  THE  RIO  GRANDE. 
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Stone  cairns  are  found  all  along  the  Rio  Grande  Gorge  rim.   Many  are  obviously 
trail  markers  and  are  situated  adjacent  to  or  within  prehistoric  lithic 
sites.   However,  it  is  not  known  whether  all  cairns  along  the  rim  mark  trails, 
were  built  by  prehistoric  inhabitants,  or  whether  some  were  built  by  sheep 
herders  during  historic  times. 

Historic 

Sheepherding  campsites  are  the  most  numerous  historic  cultural  manifestations 
in  the  region.   They  consist  mostly  of  low  circular  stone  walls,  hearths,  and 
discarded  tin  cans.   They  frequently  occur  along  the  rim  of  the  gorge  near 
trailheads  and  some  share  the  same  locale  as  prehistoric  lithic  sites.   The 
largest  recorded  site  with  both  a  prehistoric  and  historic  component  (NM-01 
10,020)  is  on  the  east  rim  of  the  gorge  just  south  of  Ute  Mountain.   No 
sheepherding  camps  have  been  reported  in  the  gorge. 

One  historic  two  room  structure  of  wood,  adobe,  and  rock  construction  (NM-01 
10,005)  is  located  in  the  gorge  above  San  Cristobal  Creek.   The  place  is 
called  the  Hermit  House  but  nothing  is  known  about  its  builder.   The  stone 
footings  of  early  bridges  across  the  Rio  Grande  can  be  found  in  the  vicinity 
of  Taos.   In  the  1890's  William  Wombley  constructed  a  road  through  a  gorge 
crossing  the  Rio  Grande  just  below  Wa-pu-mee  Springs  where  he  built  a 
bathhouse.   The  bridge  and  bathhouse  were  to  service  a  stagecoach  line  which 
never  developed.   Some  25  to  30  years  later,  the  site  fell  into  the  hands  of 
Arthur  Manby  who  mistakenly  assumed  it  to  be  part  of  his  vast  land  holdings. 
Manby  rebuilt  the  ruined  bathhouse  over  what  he  called  La  Bajada  Springs  but 
never  developed  any  of  his  other  elaborate  ideas  for  the  spot.   After  Manby 's 
mysterious  death  (or  disappearance)  in  1926,  two  Taos  business  men  started 
rebuilding  the  bridge  near  the  springs  which  are  now  called  Manby  Springs. 
The  second  bridge  was  never  completed  because  John  Dunn  bought  the 
right-of-way  from  the  two  merchants  in  order  to  prevent  competition  with  his 
stagecoach  line,  which  operated  over  a  bridge  he  owned  further  south  at  the 
site  of  the  present  day  Taos  Junction  Bridge.   Dunn  then  built  his  second 
bridge  and  a  hotel  several  miles  north  of  Manby  Springs.   The  footings  of  the 
bridge  and  roadbed,  and  the  foundations  of  Dunn's  hotel  are  visible  near  the 
present  day  John  Dunn  Bridge.   The  stone  bridge  footings,  roadbed,  and  ruins 
of  the  stone  bathhouse  are  visible  at  Manby  Springs.   None  of  the  original 
Taos  Junction  Bridge  exists;  however,  portions  of  the  old  roadbed  are 
visible.   Extensive  foundations  of  what  appears  to  have  been  a  lodge  dating 
ca.  1930-1950  are  located  above  the  bridge  on  the  east  side  of  the  river. 

RECREATION  RESOURCES  IN  THE  MANAGEMENT  AREA 

The  recreation  resources  along  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River  include 
the  river  itself,  the  surrounding  lands  and  developed  access  points,  and 
recreation  facilities.   The  following  is  a  description  of  these  recreation 
resources  available  to  the  public  and  Map  2  indicates  by  number  the  location 
of  each  resource. 

1.   Lobatos  Bridge  -  Lobatos  Bridge  is  located  8  miles  north  of  the  Colorado/ 
New  Mexico  border.   This  site  is  not  within  the  Wild  River  boundaries  but  is 
considered  important  due  to  its  use  as  a  launch  point  for  boaters  on  the  upper 
portion  of  the  Rio  Grande  Upper  Box.   Proper  management  of  the  entire  river 
will  require  management  responsibility  of  this  site  despite  its  nondesignated 
status.   A  registration  station  and  information  sign  are  placed  at  this  site 
to  gather  data  on  boating  use  of  the  Upper  Box. 
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Access  -  30  miles  north  from  Questa,  New  Mexico  on  NM  Highway  3  to  Mesita 
Colorado,  then  10  miles  west  on  a  dirt  road. 

2.  Costilla  Creek  -  The  Costilla  Creek  enters  the  Rio  Grande  Upper  Box  Canyon 
from  the  east  about  2  miles  south  of  the  Colorado  border  and  to  the  north  of 
Ute  Mountain.   This  empheraeral  drainage  provides  for  a  splendid  day  hike  and 
access  to  excellent  fishing  and  birdwatching  in  the  upper  Rio  Grande  Canyon. 

Location  -  T.  32  N.  ,  R.  11  E. ,  NMPM,  Section  25. 

Access  -  12  miles  north  from  Questa,  New  Mexico  on  NM  Highway  3  to  the 
"Top  of  the  World  Farms"  dirt  road  access,  then  3  miles  west. 

3.  Lee  Trail  -  Lee  Trail  is  located  8  miles  south  of  Ute  Mountain.   This  is 
an  important  take-out  point  for  boaters  in  the  Upper  Box.   The  river  increases 
in  difficulty  from  Class  II  to  Class  IV  below  this  point  and  only  experienced 
boaters  should  attempt  the  "Razor  Blade"  rapids  below  Lee  Trail.   A  warning 
sign  is  located  upriver  from  Lee  Trail  to  warn  boaters  who  may  attempt  this 
section.   Lee  Trail  also  provides  access  for  fishing,  hiking,  and  camping 
along  the  upper  sections  of  the  river. 

Location  -  T.  30  N. ,  R.  12  E. ,  NMPM,  Section  20. 

Access  -  9  miles  north  of  Questa,  New  Mexico  on  NM  Highway  3  to  the 
"Sunshine  Valley"  dirt  road  leading  west  for  6  miles  to  the  gorge  rim. 

4.  Sheep  Crossing  Campground  -  This  is  the  first  campground  and  access  trail 
to  the  river  located  within  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  River  Recreation  Area.   It 
consists  of  two  family  units  (metal  shelter,  concrete  table,  and  rock 
fireplace)  situated  along  the  rim.   Water  is  provided  at  the  site.   An 
undeveloped  \   mile  trail  provides  access  for  hikers  and  fishermen  to  the  river 
below.   There  are  no  improvements  below  the  rim  at  this  site.   (See  Map  3.) 

Location  -  T.  29  N. ,  R.  12  E.,  NMPM,  Section  16,  WA\. 

Access  -  2  1/8  miles  of  paved  road  from  Cerro ,  New  Mexico. 

5.  Chiflo  Campground  -  Chiflo  consists  of  four  family  units  and  one  vault 
toilet  on  the  rim  and  two  family  units  on  the  canyon  bottom.   Water  is 
provided  at  the  rim  site  only.   There  are  no  toilets  below  the  rim  at  this 
site.   An  undeveloped  \   mile  trail  provides  access  to  the  river.   (See  Map  4.) 

Location  -  T.  29  N. ,  R.  12  E.,  NMPM,  Section  20,  NE^. 

Access  -  3  miles  of  paved  road  from  Cerro,  New  Mexico. 

6.  Bear  Crossing  Site  -  This  is  an  overlook  site  above  the  Rio  Grande  with  an 
unimproved  1  mile  trail  to  the  river. 

Location  -  T.  29  N.,  R.  12  E.,  NMPM,  Section  29,  SW^. 

Access  -  5  miles  of  paved  road  from  Cerro,  New  Mexico. 
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7.  Chawalauna  Overlook  and  Picnic  Site  -  Chawalauna  consists  of  an  overlook 
site  above  the  Rio  Grande  protected  by  a  metal  chainlink  fence.   Water  is 
provided  at  the  site. 

Location  -  T.  28  N. ,  R.  12  E.,  NMPM,  Section  8,  N^.NE^. 
Access  -  8  miles  of  paved  road  from  Cerro,  New  Mexico. 

8.  Big  Arsenic  Springs  Campground  -  Big  Arsenic  consists  of  six  family  units 
and  one  vault  toilet  on  the  rim,  and  six  units  and  one  metal  vault  toilet 
along  the  Rio  Grande.   Water  is  provided  at  the  rim  site  only.   A  maintained 
foot  trail  (Figure  4)  2  miles  in  length  connects  the  facilities  on  the  rim  and 
those  in  the  canyon.   (See  Map  5.) 

Location  -  T.  28  N.  ,  R.  12  E.,  NMPM,  Section  8,  Efc. 

Access  -  8i  miles  of  paved  road  from  Cerro,  New  Mexico. 

9    Little  Arsenic  Springs  Campground  -  Little  Arsenic  consists  of  five  family 
units   one  vault  toilet  on  the  rim,  and  five  units  and  one  vault  toilet  along 
the  Rio  Grande.   A  1-mile  maintained  foot  trail  connects  the  facilities  on  the 
rim  and  those  in  the  canyon.   Water  is  provided  at  the  rim  site  only.   (See 
Map  6.) 

Location  -  T.  28  N.,  R.  12  E.,  NMPM,  Section  17,  E^NW^,NEi. 

Access  -  9h   miles  of  paved  road  from  Cerro,  New  Mexico. 

10.  La  Junta  Campground  -  La  Junta  consists  of  six  family  units  and  one  vault 
toilet  on  the  rim  above  the  junction  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  Red  River.   An 
overlook  site  provides  an  outstanding  vista  of  the  river  confluence  and  canyon 
gorge.   This  campground  is  for  day  use  only.   There  are  three  shelters  and  one 
vault  toilet  on  the  floor  of  the  canyon  between  the  two  rivers.   Water  is 
provided  at  the  site.   (See  Map  7.) 

Location  -  T.  28  N.  ,  R.  12  E.,  NMPM,  Section  17,  SE^;  Section  20,  W^NWk- 
Access  -  10  miles  of  paved  road  from  Cerro,  New  Mexico. 

11.  El  Aguaje  Campground  -  El  Aguaje  consists  of  five  family  units  and  one 
vault  toilet  on  the  rim  and  three  units  and  one  vault  toilet  along  the  Red 
River  in  the  canyon.   A  maintained  *  mile  foot  trail  connects  the  facilities 
on  the  rim  and  those  in  the  canyon.   Water  is  provided  at  the  rim  site  only. 
(See  Map  8.) 

Location  -  T.  28  N.,  R.  12  E.,  NMPM,  Section  16,  NWfc. 

Access  -  10^  miles  of  paved  road  from  Cerro,  New  Mexico. 

12.   Rio  Grande  Wild  River  Recreation  Area  Visitor  Center  -  The  visitor  center 
consists  of  a  covered  outdoor  interpretive  display  area  and  public  restrooms 
an  indoor  reception  and  interpretive  display  area,  three  offices,  kitchen  and 
dining  area,  and  restrooms.   The  Visitor  Center  has  a  large  public  parking 
area  and  is  set  up  to  handle  handicapped  visitors. 
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Location  -  T.  28  N. ,  R.  12  E. ,  NMPM,  Section  9. 

Access  -  On  the  recreation  area  paved  loop  road  9  miles  from  Cerro,  New 
Mexico. 

13.  Jew  Trail  -  This  trail  is  located  immediately  west  and  \   mile  north  of 
the  junction  of  Red  River  and  Rio  Grande.   Natural  campsites  available  and  a 
popular  fishing  access  trail  for  fishermen. 

Location  -  T.  28  N.  ,  R.  12  E. ,  NMPM,  Sections  17  and  18. 

Access  -  9  miles  north  of  the  John  Dunn  Bridge  on  a  dirt  road  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

14.  Cebolla  Mesa  Campground  and  Trail  -  Cebolla  Mesa  is  a  United  States 
Forest  Service  (USFS)  administered  and  maintained  campground  with  four 
shelters  and  a  1-mile  foot  trail  leading  to  the  confluence  of  the  Rio  Grande 
and  Red  River  from  the  east  canyon  rim. 

Location  -  T.  28  N.,  R.  12  E.,  NMPM,  Section  20,  SWfc. 

Access  -  4  miles  south  from  Questa,  New  Mexico  on  NM  Highway  3,  then  3 
miles  west  on  a  dirt  road  to  the  canyon  rim. 

15.  Garrapata  Canyon  Trail  -  This  trail  is  located  on  USFS  land  at  the  south 
end  of  Cebolla  Mesa,  approximately  3  miles  from  the  Red  River  junction.   At 
present,  the  trail  is  used  primarily  by  fishermen  and  is  not  maintained  by  the 
Carson  National  Forest. 

Location  -  T.  27  N.,  R.  12  E.,  NMPM,  Section  5. 

Access  -  Lower  road  on  Cebolla  Mesa,  approximately  3  miles  from  NM  Highway 


16.  Cedar  Springs  Trail  -  This  trail  is  located  in  Ojito  Canyon  near  the 
privately  owned  Cedar  Springs  Guest  Ranch.  Immediately  west  of  the  guest 
ranch  is  Carson  National  Forest  land  where  a  trail  leads  to  a  fresh  water 
spring  near  the  Rio  Grande. 

Location  -  T.  27  N.,  R.  12  E.,  NMPM,  Sections  4  and  5. 

Access  -  5  miles  north  of  Arroyo  Hondo  on  NM  Highway  3,  then  west  1  mile 
on  a  dirt  road  to  the  access  trail. 

17.  San  Cristobal  Creek  Campsite/Trail  -  The  San  Cristobal  Creek  enters  the 
Rio  Grande  from  the  east  about  6  miles  below  La  Junta  point.   A  natural 
camping  area  is  available  on  the  river. 

Location  -  T.  27  N. ,  R.  12  E. ,  NMPM,  Section  8. 

Access  -  2  miles  on  a  dirt  road  west  of  San  Cristobal,  New  Mexico  from  NM 
Highway  3. 

18.  San  Diego  Trail  -  This  trail  is  located  1-and  \   miles  south  of  San 
Cristobal  Creek  on  the  east  side  of  the  Rio  Grande.   Used  primarily  by 
fishermen  with  excellent  natural  campsite  areas  on  USFS  land. 
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Location  -  T.  27  N.  ,  R.  12  E. ,  NMPM,  Section  19. 

Access  -  2  miles  north  of  Arroyo  Hondo  on  NM  Highway  3,  then  2  miles  west 
on  a  dirt  road  on  the  Carson  National  Forest. 

19.  John  Dunn  Bridge  Recreation  Site  -  This  recreation  site  is  the  most 
intensively  used  area  on  the  Wild  and  Scenic  River.   Visitor  use  includes 
camping,  hiking,  springing  (hot  springs  are  located  \   mile  south  of  the 
bridge),  fishing,  picnicking,  swimming,  boating,  and  places  for  mining  gold. 
Minimal  developments  (toilets,  trash  receptacles,  and  information  signs)  are 
available  to  accommodate  increasing  visitor  pressure. 

Location  T.  27  N.,  R.  12  E.,  NMPM,  Section  31. 

Access  -  3  miles  on  a  dirt  road  west  of  Arroyo  Hondo,  New  Mexico  from  NM 
Highway  3. 

20.  Manby  Hot  Springs  -  Manby  Springs,  also  known  as  Stagecoach  Springs,  is  a 
recreation  site  located  2  miles  south  of  the  John  Dunn  Bridge  and  receives  use 
by  hikers,  campers,  and  boaters.   A  \   mile  trail  leads  from  the  west  rim  of 
the  gorge.   A  natural  parking  and  camping  area  is  available. 

Location  -  T.  26  N.,  R.  11  E.,  NMPM,  Section  1,  Lots  1,2,5,6,  and  7; 
Section  12,  Lot  1. 

Access  -  5  miles  on  a  dirt  road  from  Arroyo  Hondo,  New  Mexico  from  NM 
Highway  3. 

21.  McCraken  Trail  -  McCraken  Trail,  also  known  as  Raven  Trail,  is  an 
excellent  \   mile  trail  located  on  the  west  side  of  the  Rio  Grande, 
approximately  2  miles  south  of  Manby  Springs.   There  is  a  fresh  water  spring 
at  the  base  of  the  trail. 

Location  -  T.  26  N.,  R.  11  E.,  NMPM,  Section  13. 

Access  -  1  mile  north  on  a  dirt  road  from  the  west  side  of  the  Rio  Grande 
High  Bridge  on  NM  Highway  111. 

22.  Ski  Jump  Campground  -  This  small  natural  campsite  is  one  of  the  few  areas 
available  for  camping  on  the  Lower  Box.   It  is  located  on  the  west  bank  just 
below  "Ski  Jump  Rapid"  and  is  used  primarily  by  boaters. 

Location  -  T.  26  N. ,  R.  11  E.,  NMPM,  Section  14,  SEk. 

Access  -  4  miles  south  of  the  John  Dunn  Bridge  by  boat  or  trail  access 
from  McCraken  Trail  located  \   mile  north  of  the  campsite  on  the  west  side  of 
the  canyon. 

23.  Rio  Grande  High  Bridge  Recreation  Site  -  This  650-f oot-high  bridge 
crossing  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River  attracts  thousands  of 
sightseeing  visitors  year  round  because  of  the  breathtaking  view  of  the  river 
gorge.   A  developed  recreation  site  on  the  west  side  of  the  bridge  provides 
visitor  shelters  and  is  maintained  by  the  New  Mexico  State  Highway  Department. 
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Location  -  T.  26  N.  ,  R.  11  E. ,  NMPM,  Section  23. 

Access  -  3  miles  north  of  Taos  on  NM  Highway  3,  then  west  on  US  Highway  64 
for  7  miles. 

24.  Sheep  Corral  Trail  and  Campsite  -  Located  on  the  west  side  of  the  Rio 
Grande  Gorge  with  good  natural  campsites.   The  trail  is  about  \   mile  in  length 
to  the  base  of  the  river,  where  a  small  spring  is  located,  and  is  heavily  used 
by  fishermen. 

Location  -  T.  26  N.,  R.  11  E.,  NMPM,  Section  26,  Sfc. 

Access  -  1^  miles  south  of  the  Rio  Grande  High  Bridge  on  the  west  side  of 
the  canyon  on  a  dirt  road. 

25.  Powerline  Trail  Campsite  -  Located  immediately  north  of  the  Plains 
Electric  345-  and  115  kV  powerlines  crossing  the  Rio  Grande  on  the  west  rim 
north  of  Taos  Junction  Bridge.   Natural  campsite  available  on  the  rim  with  a 
steep,  three-quarter  mile  trail  leading  to  a  spring  at  the  base  of  the  trail 
on  the  river. 

Location  -  T.  25  N.,  R.  11  E.,  NMPM,  Section  24. 

Access  -  NM  Highway  96  west  of  the  Taos  Junction  Bridge,  then  north  on  a 
dirt  road  4  miles  paralleling  the  west  canyon  rim. 

26.  Taos  Junction  Bridge  Recreation  Site  -  The  Taos  Junction  Bridge,  located 
immendiately  below  the  confluence  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  Rio  Pueblo  de  Taos, 
marks  the  end  of  the  officially  designated  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River 
and  the  beginning  of  the  Rio  Grande  State  Park.   This  is  the  usual  take-out 
point  for  boaters  on  the  Lower  Box  section.   The  take-out  area  and  adjacent 
undeveloped  camping  sites  are  privately  owned.   The  BLM  is  presently  trying  to 
acquire  a  recreation  easement  to  protect  the  future  use  of  the  take-out  site 
for  the  public.   Immediately  south  of  the  bridge  are  developed  fee  campsites, 
maintained  by  the  State  of  New  Mexico,  which  provide  shelter  areas,  restrooms, 
and  drinking  water. 

Location  -  T.  24  N.,  R.  11  E.,  NMPM,  Section  2. 

Access  -  From  NM  Highway  68  at  Pilar,  New  Mexico  north  on  NM  Highway  968 
miles  or  2  miles  south  of  Taos,  New  Mexico  on  NM  Highway  68  then  west  for  8 
miles  on  NM  Highway  96. 

RECREATION  USE  IN  THE  MANAGEMENT  AREA 

The  recreation  use  of  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River  is  distributed 
throughout  the  48  miles  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  the  lower  4  miles  of  the  Red 
River.   Use  is  concentrated  at  the  developed  Rio  Grande  Wild  River  Recreation 
Area  south  of  Cerro,  New  Mexico,  at  hiking  and  fishing  trails  along  the  east 
and  west  sides  of  the  canyon,  at  the  John  Dunn  Bridge  Recreation  Site  west  of 
Arroyo  Hondo,  on  the  popular  floating  stretch  of  the  "Lower  Box,"  and  at  the 
Taos  Junction  Bridge  Site  north  of  the  New  Mexico  Rio  Grande  State  Park. 

The  recreation  activity  preferences  at  the  developed  Rio  Grande  Wild  River 
Recreation  Area  include:   hiking,  camping,  sightseeing,  and  fishing. 
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A  visitor  center  and  28  developed  campsites  accommodate  vehicular  camping 
access  and  availability  above  the  rim.   Nineteen  camping  sites  are  located 
below  the  rim  and  are  only  accessible  by  foot  trails.   Water  (on  rim  only), 
toilets,  camping  shelters,  and  barbeque  grills  are  available  at  each  campsite 
(Figure  5).   No  hookups  (water,  sewer,  etc.)  are  available  at  any  of  the 
developed  sites. 

Visitor  profile  for  the  developed  recreation  area  includes  heavy  use  by  nearby 
Colorado,  Texas,  and  Oklahoma  residents.   Albuquerque  and  New  Mexico  residents 
also  account  for  a  major  portion  of  the  visitor  use.   Average  length  of  stay 
is  1  to  3  days  with  average  party  size  of  three  to  five  people.   Season  of  use 
is  from  April  to  October.   Winter  snows  make  the  area  inaccessible  from 
November  through  March.   June,  July,  and  August;  account  for  the  heaviest 
concentration  of  use. 

Visitor  use  patterns  have  increased  steadily  since  the  major  development  of 
the  Recreation  Area  1969.   The  following  table  illustrates  visitor  use  at  the 
Rio  Grande  Recreation  Area  from  1975  through  1983: 


TABLE  2 

VISITOR  USE  AT  THE  RIO  GRANDE  WILD  AND  SCENIC  RIVER 
RECREATION  AREA  (VISITORS) 


Year 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

Total 

1983 

955 

1,803 

3,344 

5,551 

5,928 

2,821 

20,402 

1982 

806 

1,628 

2,914 

5,262 

5,143 

2,480 

18,233 

1982 

845 

1,761 

3,205 

4,961 

4,783 

1,821 

17,376 

1980 

521 

1,467 

3,115 

4,890 

4,230 

1,816 

16,039 

1979 

689 

945 

2,807 

4,912 

4,068 

1,555 

14,976 

1978 

825 

1,106 

2,945 

5,214 

4,162 

1,291 

15,543 

1977 

632 

1,092 

2,684 

4,740 

3,520 

1,064 

13,732 

1976 

488 

740 

1,216 

2,680 

2,132 

712 

7,968 

1975 

214 

325 

501 

928 

864 

319 

3,151 

SOURCES:   Daily  visitor  counts,  vehicle  traffic  counter,  visitor  center 
register,  and  BLM  records. 


The  John  Dunn  Bridge  recreation  site  has  experienced  tremendous  year-round 
visitor  pressure  during  the  last  5  years.   The  area  is  the  only  vehicular 
river  access  point  between  Colorado  and  the  Taos  Junction  Bridge  north  of 
Pilar,  New  Mexico  (Figure  6). 

Excellent  fishing  on  both  the  Rio  Grande  and  Rio  Hondo,  a  hot  springs  located 
one-quarter  mile  below  the  bridge,  natural  campsites,  and  the  put  in  point  for 
the  internationally  renowned  "Lower  Box"  Whitewater  stretch  of  the  Rio  Grande, 
all  contribute  to  the  growing  demands  for  visitor  use  of  this  area. 
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Local  residents  account  for  a  great  deal  of  fishing  use  of  the  area,  but  more 
and  more  out-of-state  visitors  are  discovering  the  easy  accessibility  and 
charm  of  this  recreation  site.   Party  size  averages  from  one  to  four,  with 
year-round  demand  for  fishing,  hiking,  camping,  ana  springing.   Average  length 
of  stay  is  1  to  2  days  with  day  use  accounting  for  the  majority  of  use. 

The  "Lower  Box"  of  the  Rio  Grande  begins  at  the  John  Dunn  Bridge  and  extends 
16  miles  south  to  the  end  of  the  designated  Wild  and  Scenic  River  at  the  Taos 
Junction  Bridge.   This  Whitewater  floating  section  contains  Class  III,  IV,  and 
V  Whitewater  which  challenges  commercial  and  private  boaters  alike  (Figure 
7).   Boating  use  of  the  "Lower  Box"  has  grown  substantially  since  official 
documentation  and  permits  were  required  in  1979  with  over  10,000  people 
floating  this  section  in  1983.   See  Appendix  C  for  the  known  use  on  the  Rio 
Grande  Lower  Box  from  1969  through  1983.   Limits  on  boating  use  have  been  set 
at  a  maximum  of  300  users  per  day  with  a  50/50  ratio  between  the  commercial 
and  private  boaters.   There  are  presently  14  commercial  outfitters  permitted 
to  run  the  "Lower  Box"  with  over  20  outfitters  on  a  waiting  list  for  new 
permits.   See  the  "1981  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River  Boating  Management 
Plan"  for  an  explanation  of  the  use  allocation  process  for  both  private  and 
commercial  boaters  (available  at  the  Taos  BLM  office). 

Origin  of  boaters  is  extremely  diverse  as  commercial  outfitters  advertise  on  a 
national  scale  and  draw  business  from  all  over  the  United  States.   Private 
boaters  are  predominately  from  New  Mexico,  Colorado,  and  Texas,  but  use 
restrictions  on  almost  all  other  boating  rivers  in  the  West  has  red  flagged 
the  Rio  Grande  "Lower  Box"  as  still  available  for  private  use  without 
reservations  or  lottery  requirements. 

Party  size  is  limited  to  25  people  for  both  commercial  and  private  boaters. 
The  commercial  sector  is  rapidly  approaching  this  maximum  as  an  average  daily 
use,  while  private  boaters  presently  are  averaging  between  four  and  eight 
people  per  party.   The  season  of  use  is  generally  from  mid-April  through 
mid-July  based  on  a  recommended  safe  runable  flow  of  900  CFS  (cubic  feet  per 
second).   The  length  of  stay  is  ususally  one  day,  with  relatively  few  boating 
parties  camping  overnight  in  the  "Lower  Box." 

The  Taos  Junction  Bridge  recreation  site  is  used  by  boaters  as  take-out 
points,  for  vehicular  access  for  fishing  the  Rio  Grande  and  The  Rio  Pueblo  de 
Taos,  and  by  hikers  and  campers  from  the  adjacent  Rio  Grande  New  Mexico  State 
Park.   The  paving  of  the  access  road  (NM  96)  highway  has  created  even  more 
demand  for  recreational  use  of  the  area.   The  New  Mexico  State  Parks 
Department  indicates  that  there  were  approximately  72,270  visitors  using  the 
Rio  Grande  State  Park  in  1981  and  over  50,000  visits  have  been  recorded 
through  June  of  1982. 

Visitor  use  along  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River  (Figure  8)  is  expected 
to  increase  at  an  even  faster  rate  for  the  next  10  years,  as  New  Mexico  is  a 
growing  tourist  destination  and  industrial  State. 

The  heavy  use  and  demand  of  the  recreation  areas  along  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and 
Scenic  River  is  indicative  of  the  increase  in  tourism  throughout  the  State  of 
New  Mexico.   Tourism  is  now  New  Mexico's  largest  private  sector  employer,  and 
according  to  the  latest  U.S.  Travel  Data  Center  figures,  generated  in  excess 
of  one  billion  dollars  in  gross  receipts  in  1983.   The  report  also  stated  that 
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the  New  Mexico  tourist  industry  generated  36,405  jobs  in  1983.   This  figure  is 
certainly  increasing  as  Taos  County  is  receiving  heavier  tourist  traffic  now 
more  than  ever. 

ISSUES 

The  following  is  a  compilation  of  issues  concerning  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and 
Scenic  River  Recreation  Management  Plan. 

1 .  Commercial  Boating  on  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River 

The  number  of  commercial  outfitters  is  presently  limited  to  14  with  a  target 
capacity  of  150  users  per  day. 

2.  Private  Boating  on  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River 

Private  boaters  are  reaching  their  target  allocation  of  150  persons  per  day  on 
weekends.   A  reservation  system  and/or  a  lottery  system  may  need  to  be 
incorporated  to  meet  the  weekend  and  holiday  demands  for  private  boating  use. 

3.  User  Fees  on  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River 


A  Bureau-wide  effort  to  attempt  to  recover  costs  of  management  including 
recreation  permit  processing,  increased  costs  of  supervision,  and  assistance 
for  affected  visitors  at  recreation  sites  is  presently  being  initiated.   Site 
use  fees  are  to  be  raised  to  reflect  fair  market  value  and  support  management 
cost. 

4.  Recreation  Program  Administration  of  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River 
Recreation  Area 

Washington  Recreation  Program  guidance  indicates  that  beginning  in  FY  83,  a 
closer  integration  of  the  4333  and  4712  programs  will  occur.   This  may  not  be 
to  the  benefit  of  the  Recreation  Maintenance  Program  as  both  the  4333  and  4712 
level  funding  is  inadequate  for  the  present  needs  of  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and 
Scenic  River.   We  are  being  asked  to  depend  more  and  more  on  volunteers  for 
staffing  and  maintaining  our  recreation  facilities. 

Understaf f ing  and  reductions  in  maintenance  could  serve  to  jeopardize  the 
public  demand  and  use  of  the  Recreation  Area  and  therefore,  reduce  the 
potential  fee  collections  and  support  through  visitor  use.   A  more  detailed 
discussion  of  the  administration  of  the  Recreation  Area  is  found  in  "Part  IV  - 
Implementation  Phasing  and  Cost." 

5 .  Recreation  Trail  Maintenance  of  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River 

General  maintenance  is  presently  on  contract  for  litter  pick  up  and  waste 
disposal  (pumping  toilets)  at  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River  Recreation 
Area.   However,  the  most  notable  and  hazardous  maintenance  needs,  those  of  the 
trail  system  at  the  Recreation  Area,  are  expensive  and  handled  almost  on  a 
crisis  basis.   Some  assistance  in  trail  maintenance  is  provided  through  the 
use  of  volunteers  as  shown  in  Figure  9. 

The  La  Junta  Trail  is  in  need  of  major  maintenance.   Minor  maintenance  and 
repair  has  been  done  on  a  bandaid  basis  for  5  years  now.   Estimates  for 
rerouting  and/or  reconstruction  of  the  top  quarter  mile  of  the  trail  runs  into 
the  hundreds  of  thousand  of  dollars. 
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The  national  publicity  of  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River  Recreation  Area 
and  its  inclusion  as  part  of  the  National  Recreation  Trail  System  will  no 
doubt  bring  increased  pressure  on  the  already  hazardous  "La  Junta  Trail." 
Closing  the  trail  will  not  alleviate  the  demand  for  use  as  the  "La  Junta 
Trail"  is  the  only  access  point  for  fishermen  from  the  Recreation  Area  to  the 
junction  of  the  heavily  fished  Rio  Grande  and  Red  River.   A  hazardous  warning 
sign  is  present  but  does  not  seem  to  alter  the  demand  or  use  of  the  trail. 
Construction  of  a  "Red  River  Trail"  from  El  Aguaje  to  La  Junta  would  provide 
access  for  fishermen  to  La  Junta  from  the  Red  River,  as  well  as,  from  the 
Little  Arsenic  Trail  on  the  Rio  Grande. 

6.  Law  Enforcement  for  Visitor  Protection,  Area  Regulations,  and  Vandalism 

Patrol  of  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River  Recreation  Area  and  high  public 
visibility  helps  to  eliminate  many  of  the  problems  associated  with  the  need 
for  law  enforcement.   However,  more  and  more  situations  have  arisen  where  the 
capabilities  of  in-house  citation  authority  would  be  in  the  best  interest  of 
the  Bureau  of  Land  Management.   Presently,  the  Bureau  does  have  citation 
authority,  but  it  is  limited  to  one  "special  agent"  who  is  located  at  the  New 
Mexico  State  Office  in  Santa  Fe .   Provisions  for  the  certification  of  Resource 
Area  personnel  (Park  Rangers,  River  Rangers,  etc.)  would  better  serve  the 
needs  of  the  recreation  program,  although  present  Bureau  policy  precludes  this 

Public  littering,  illegal  off  road  vehicle  use,  unauthorized  hunting  and 
woodcutting,  vandalism  to  both  public  and  private  property,  and  general 
disrespect  for  rules  and  regulations  have  created  the  necessity  for  law 
enforcement  and  in-house  citation  authority. 

The  proposed  mill-site  location  would  conflict  with  the  1979  Rio  Grande 
Management  Framework  Plan  (MFP)  Recreation  Recommendation  R-5.1  that 
recommends  the  natural  and  scenic  values  of  Guadalupe  Mountain  be  protected. 
Refer  to  Appendix  D  for  more  detail  on  the  MFP  Recommendation  R-5.1. 

7.  Mineral  Exploration  and  Development  (specifically  mill-site  locations) 
Adjacent  to  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River  Recreation  Area 

Molycorp  has  officially  submitted  their  millsite  proposal  for  a  tailings  pond 
location  on  Guadalupe  Mountain.   The  affected  BLM  lands  include  those  listed 
in  Table  3. 
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TABLE  3 
MILLSITE  PROPOSAL 


T.  29  N._l  R.  12  E 


NMPM 


Sec. 

14 

All 

15 

All 

21 

S[ 

22 

All 

23 

All 

26 

N [ , SW§ 

27 

All 

28 

All 

33 

All 

34 

All 

T.  28  N. 

t  R 

12  E. .  NMPM 

Sec. 

3: 

Lots  1-4  S[N[ 

4: 

Lots  1-4  S[N[ 

Acres 

640 
640 
320 
640 
640 
480 
640 
640 
640 
640 


346.48 
343.56 


TOTAL : 


6,610.04 


8.  Official  Withdrawal  of  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  Recreation  Area 

The  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River  was  officially  withdrawn  for  the 
protection  of  its  natural  values  in  1969,  but  the  developed  Recreation  Area 
was  never  officially  withdrawn.   These  public  lands  should  be  immediately 
withdrawn  from  all  forms  of  appropriation,  including  mineral  entry  (see  Part 
III,  MANAGEMENT  PROGRAM,  for  a  description  of  the  affected  lands). 

9.  Off-Road  Vehicle  Use  and  Designation  along  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic 
River 

All  access  routes  have  been  inventoried  along  the  designated  52  mile  corridor 
of  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River  and  recommendations  for  "closed,  open 
or  limited"  designation  have  been  made.   These  proposed  designations  will 
serve  to  minimize  vehicular  use  along  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River  yet 
provide  adequate  access  for  hikers,  campers,  and  fishermen.   Again, 
enforcement  capability  through  citation  authority  would  provide  more 
management  control  of  illegal  0RV  use  along  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic 
River. 
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Water  Quality  Protection  in  the  Rio  Grande  and  Red  River 


The  Wild  and  Scenic  River  Act  of  1968  (P.L.  90-542)  states  that  the  Rio  Grande 
and  Red  River  be  "preserved  in  their  free-flowing  conditions  to  protect  the 
water  quality  of  these  rivers."  The  environmental  and  visual  impacts  that 
occur  when  there  is  a  Molycorp  tailings  line  break  are  in  violation  of  both 
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Federal  and  state  law.   These  river  segments  are  being  monitored  on  a  regular 
basis  to  determine  if  the  tailings  line  failures  or  the  tailings  ponds 
affluent  is  in  violation  of  State  Environmental  Improvement  Division  (EID) 
standards.   The  Bureau  should  coordinate  with  EID  to  encourage  compliance 
action. 

11.  Sanitary  Landfills  and  Dumping  along  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River 

Presently  there  are  several  sanitary  landfills  adjacent  to  the  Rio  Grande  Wild 
and  Scenic  River  that  burn  periodically  (more  often  than  not).   The  smoke  is 
not  only  unsightly  and  is  a  visual  distraction  from  the  beauty  of  the  river 
gorge,  but  the  stench  is  carried  for  miles  when  the  wind  is  strong.   The  EID 
is  responsible  for  the  monitoring  and  compliance  with  Federal  and  state 
regulations  associated  with  sanitary  landfills.   The  Bureau  should  coordinate 
with  EID  to  encourage  compliance  action. 

There  are  also  two  wrecked  vehicles  which  were  dumped  over  the  rim  of  the 
gorge  between  the  John  Dunn  Bridge  and  the  Taos  Junction  Bridge.   This  is  the 
stretch  known  as  the  "lower  box"  and  is  in  view  from  the  Rio  Grande  High 
Bridge  along  U.S.  Highway  64.   These  vehicles  carcasses  along  the  river  are 
not  only  unsightly,  but  are  dangerous  to  boaters  when  the  water  partially 
covers  the  wreckage  in  the  river.   The  remains  of  these  automobiles  need  to  be 
hauled  out  by  helicopters  to  comply  with  VRM  requirements  and  make  the  river  a 
safer  place  for  hikers  and  boaters. 

12 .  Visual  Resource  Management  of  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River 

The  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River  is  in  the  Class  I  category  of  the  Visual 
Resource  Management  System  (VRM).   Only  natural  ecological  changes  and  very 
limited  management  activity  is  allowed.   Any  contrast  created  within  the 
characteristic  landscape  must  not  attract  attention.   This  classification  is 
applied  to  wilderness  areas,  wild  and  scenic  rivers,  and  other  highly 
aesthetic  and  scenic  areas. 

Existing  and  proposed  activities  which  may  have  a  visual  impact  on  the  Rio 
Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River  include  powerline  installations,  potential 
millsite  locations,  sanitary  landfills,  dust  from  ORV  use,  and  Molycorp's 
existing  tailings  pond.   Administrative  efforts  must  be  coordinated  to  ensure 
compliance  with  the  Class  I  VRM  requirements. 

13.  Instream  Flow  Study  of  the  Red  River 

During  low  water  years,  the  flow  of  the  Red  River  may  drop  below  optimum  fresh 
water  fishery  levels  (the  amount  of  water  required  to  sustain  a  viable  fresh 
water  fishery).   The  BLM  is  currently  involved  in  negotiations  with  Molybdenum 
Corporation  of  America  for  instream  flow  rights. 

A  hydrological  fisheries  study  has  been  completed  by  the  BLM  to  determine  the 
minimum  flow  required  (preliminary  report  indicates  a  minimum  of  45  CFS  is 
needed).   Negotiations  are  now  under  way  to  maintain  this  minimum  flow  during 
critical  periods  of  low  water  (July  -  October). 
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14 .  Land  Easement  and  Acquisition  Program  for  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic 
River 

The  Taos  Resource  Area  has  coordinated  with  the  Access,  Transportation  and 
Rights-of-way  (ATROW)  Specialist  at  the  Albuquerque  District  to  identify 
necessary  acquisitions  within  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River  one-quarter 
mile  corridor.   Part  III  -  "MANAGEMENT  PROGRAM,  Land  Tenure  Adjustments" 
outlines  the  list  of  parcels  and  acquisition  requirements  for  the  remainder  of 
the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River. 

15 .  Range  Management  within  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River 

Very  few  conflicts  arise  between  the  range  program  and  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and 
Scenic  River.   However,  cows  continue  to  be  in  trespass  along  the  river  bottom 
at  the  Chiflo  and  Sheep  Crossing  trails  within  the  Recreation  Area.   The 
trampling  that  occurs  is  damaging  to  the  already  minimal  and  fragile  river 
banks  along  these  areas.   There  are  no  water  facilities  on  the  west  rim  and 
this  creates  the  need  for  the  cows  to  water  along  the  gorge  bottom. 

16.  Wildlife  Management  within  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River 

The  major  wildlife  concerns  along  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River  involve 
raptor  species  and  fisheries  management.   There  is  a  raptor  study  underway  to 
determine  type  and  number  of  raptors  in  the  gorge  and  how  to  better  protect 
their  habitat.   The  BLM  recreation  program  specialist  should  work  hand-in-hand 
with  the  wildlife  specialists  to  ensure  minimal  disturbance  of  raptor  habitat 
through  human  access  and  contact,  especially  along  the  upper  gorge  section 
(Lobatos  Bridge  to  Lee  Trail). 

17 .  Cultural  Resource  Management  in  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River 

A  number  of  prehistoric  cultural  sites  exist  along  the  rim  and  within  the 
canyon  of  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River.   These  sites  date  from  9500 
B.C.  to  A.D.  1300.   Many  petroglyphs  are  also  present  along  the  river  corridor 
and  indicate  a  provincial  form  of  the  Rio  Grande  style  of  rock  art.   Historic 
sites  include  early  bridges  along  the  Rio  Grande  and  some  sheep  herding 
campsites.   The  Manby  Springs  bathhouse  site  below  the  John  Dunn  Bridge  also 
warrants  protection  for  its  historical  value.   Extensive  use  of  areas  adjacent 
to  these  cultural  sites  has  created  a  cause  for  concern  for  protection  and 
possible  interpretation  of  specific  sites  along  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic 
River. 

18.  Interpretation  of  the  Recreation  Resources  within  the  Management  Area 

The  present  interpretive  displays  within  the  visitor  center  (Figure  10)  will 
need  replacement  and/or  updating  within  the  next  few  years.   An  interpretive 
program  should  be  implemented  to  address  not  only  the  replacement  needs  of 
existing  interpretive  materials,  but  new  signing  and  interpretive  media  within 
the  recreation  area  and  at  specific  areas  along  the  river  (John  Dunn  Bridge, 
Manby  Springs,  etc.). 
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MANAGEMENT  OBJECTIVES 
AND  CONSTRAINTS 


PART  II 

MANAGEMENT  OBJECTIVES  AND  CONSTRAINTS 

OBJECTIVE  ONE 

The  Wild  and  Scenic  River  Area  will  be  primarily  managed  to  provide  for 
semiprimitive  nonmotorized  recreation  opportunities.   Management  of  activity 
opportunities  will  emphasize  hiking,  fishing,  camping,  picnicking,  and 
floatboating  activities,  which  compliment  the  "Wild  and  Scenic  River"  status 
of  the  Rio  Grande.   Preservation  of  a  Wild  River  Area  creates  certain 
conflicts  as  to  immediate  vs.  long-term  pressures  for  noncompatible  resource 
uses.   Multiple  use  of  the  Wild  River  Area  will  be  allowed,  provided  the 
impacts  will  not  lessen  the  aesthetic  and  scenic  values  for  which  the  river 
was  designated  "wild."  There  is  an  ever  increasing  need  to  guard  the  wild 
river  character  of  the  area  against  encroaching  residential  and  industrial 
development . 

ROS  Classes 

Meeting  the  Recreation  Opportunity  Spectrum  (ROS)  objectives  will  involve 
managing  most  of  the  area  under  a  semiprimitive  nonmotorized  classification. 
However,  1,258  acres  of  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River  Management  Area 
are  designated  as  semiprimitive  motorized.   These  areas  include  the  Wild  River 
Recreation  Area  and  the  John  Dunn  Bridge  Site.   Maintaining  these  various  ROS 
classes  will  require: 

1.  Maintaining  the  natural  resources  of  the  Wild  River  in  an 
essentially  unmodified  condition.   No  motorized  use  (including  equipment  and 
aircraft)  will  be  allowed  within  the  one-quarter  mile  buffer  area  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  with  the  exception  of  the  John  Dunn  Bridge  and  Taos  Junction  Bridge 
access  points  classified  for  "recreational"  use. 

2.  Major  facilities  such  as  pipeline,  powerlines,  millsite  locations, 
and  mineral  development  will  be  restricted.   No  known  mining  claims  exist  in 
the  designated  area.   If  they  are  discovered,  they  will  be  evaluated  under 
Section  9a  (i),  (ii),  and  (iii)  of  the  Wild  and  Scenic  Rivers  Act. 

3.  Levels  of  recreation  use  are  limited  to  those  which  will  not 
produce  unacceptable  changes  in  the  natural  character.   Limit  and  distribute 
visitor  use  to  ensure  that  encounters  between  user  groups  will  average  no  more 
than  six  to  ten  encounters  per  day. 

4.  Using  offsite  visitor  management  techniques  (such  as  permits  and 
educational  public  relations)  as  much  as  possible  and  limiting  facilities  to 
those  required  for  resource  protection  and  visitor  safety. 

5.  Providing  the  minimum  flow  of  45  cubic  feet  per  second  to  maintain 
the  trout  habitat  in  low  water  years. 

6.  Monitoring  water  pollution  levels  in  the  Rio  Grande  and  Red  River 
to  protect  the  aquatic  and  riparian  habitat. 

7.  Providing  floatboating,  fishing,  camping,  picnicking,  hiking,  and 
cultural  resource  sightseeing  opportunities  which  will  require  the  maintaining 
of  the  resource  base  attributes  for  these  activities. 
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Management  Actions  and  Constraints 

Meeting  these  resource  conditions  goals  will  require  specific  actions  for  the 
following  resources. 

Transportation 

1.  No  new  vehicular  roads  will  be  constructed  inside  the  boundaries  of 
the  designated  Wild  River  Area. 

2.  Existing  roads  will  be  maintained  and  upgraded  as  needed. 

3.  Only  signs  essential  for  public  safety  will  be  installed. 

4.  The  only  developed  boat  launch  put  in  area  will  be  located  at  the 
John  Dunn  Bridge  Recreation  Site. 

5.  Trails  will  be  maintained,  constructed,  or  reconstructed  to  the 
same  standards  of  the  National  Wilderness  Preservation  System. 

6.  No  vehicles  will  be  allowed  below  the  rims  of  the  Red  River  and  Rio 
Grande  gorges  (designated  as  wild)  except  as  needed  in  emergencies  involving 
human  life  or  severe  resource  damage  and  then  only  after  approval  by  an 
authorized  agent  of  the  agency  involved. 

Minerals 

Boundaries  will  be  posted  to  notify  the  public  of  withdrawal  from  mineral 
entry. 

Domestic  Livestock 

Livestock  use  within  the  confines  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  Red  River  canyons 
should  be  discouraged.   As  funds  permit,  range  improvements,  especially  waters 
and  fences,  should  be  constructed  outside  the  Wild  River  Area  to  control  and 
support  livestock. 

Timber  Management 

No  tree  harvesting  or  silviculture  treatment  will  be  conducted  within 
the  boundaries  of  the  Wild  River  Area.   Tree  cutting  will  be  limited  to  that 
necessary  to  control  fire,  insects  or  disease,  or  removal  necessary  for  safety 
of  persons,  or  to  construct  and  maintain  approved  tails  and  campsites. 

Fire 

Wildfires  will  be  constrolled  as  necessary  to  prevent  unacceptable  loss  of 
wild  river  values  and  to  protect  visitor  facilities  and  visitors.   Use  of 
motorized  mechanical  ground  vehicles  should  be  confined  to  those  rare 
situations  in  which  manpower  alone  cannot  cope  with  the  fire. 

Wildlife 

Fishery  studies  should  be  continued  to  provide  data  for  better  fishery 
management.   Management  needs  should  consider  stocking  rates,  desired  species 
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ratios,  rehabilitation  needs,  management  objectives,  and  appropriate 
regulations.   The  study  should  be  a  cooperative  effort  between  state  and 
Federal  agencies. 

Water 

Water  quality  should  be  monitored,  maintained,  and  improved  through  the 
elimination  and  reduction  of  pollutants,  and  through  watershed  management 
consistent  with  wild  river  values.   Monitoring  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  Red  River 
will  be  accomplished  by  a  qualified  BLM  hydrologist  through  surveys  of  water 
quality  consistent  with  State  and  Federal  environmental  policies  and  laws. 

OBJECTIVE  TWO 

The  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River  Management  Area  will  be  managed  through 
the  coordination  of  Federal  and  state  agencies  to  ensure  that  each  wild  river 
component  is  administered  to  serve  and  the  same  end — preservation  and 
enhancement  of  the  wild  river  values. 

ROS  Classes 


Maintaining  the  ROS  semiprimitive  motorized  and  nonmotorized  classifications 
will  require: 

1.  Constant  and  open  communication  with  affected  Federal  and  state 
agencies . 

2.  Management  plan  review  and  analysis  by  these  agencies. 

3.  Possible  cooperative  agreements  between  the  BLM  and  specific 
agencies  to  determine  responsibilities  and  policy  guidelines. 

Management  Action  and  Constraints 

1.  The  BLM  will  cooperate  with  the  Carson  National  Forest  to  manage 
the  Forest  Service  portion  of  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River  as  a 
"Special  Management  Zone"  as  it  is  categorized  in  the  Multiple-Use  Management 
Plan  for  the  Questa  Ranger  District.   This  "Special  Management  Zone"  will  be 
managed  to  preserve  the  rivers  in  their  natural  and  primitive  condition.   All 
public  use  of  the  area  and  resources  it  contains  will  be  regulated  and  managed 
to  this  end. 

2.  Continued  communication  with  the  New  Mexico  Game  and  Fish 
Department  for  support  and  patrol  of  the  management  area  for  wildlife  related 
activities . 

3.  Cooperation  with  the  New  Mexico  State  Parks  Division  for  integrated 
management  of  the  "Rio  Grande  State  Park"  and  the  BLM  managed  Rio  Grande  Wild 
and  Scenic  River. 

A.   Continued  dialogue  with  the  New  Mexico  State  Highway  Department  for 
the  management  and  maintenance  of  the  Rio  Grande  High  Bridge  Recreation  Site 
as  related  to  the  safety  of  recreation  users  both  on  and  below  the  bridge. 
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5.  Proposal  for  a  cooperative  agreement  with  the  Taos  County  Sheriff's 
Office  to  provide  regular  assistance  to  BLM  personnel  within  the  Rio  Grande 
Wild  and  Scenic  River  Management  Area. 

6.  Cooperative  management  with  the  Canon  City,  Colorado,  BLM  Office  of 
the  8  miles  of  the  Rio  Grande  from  the  Lobatos  Bride  (in  Colorado)  to  the 
Colorado/New  Mexico  border.   The  management  responsibility  must  be  consistent 
for  the  preservation  of  the  sensitive  wildlife  habitat  along  the  upper  box 
section  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

OBJECTIVE  THREE 

The  Rio  Grande  Management  Area  (see  Map  2)   shall  be  managed  to  provide 
recreation  development  and  opportunities  to  the  extent  needed  to  meet  expected 
reasonable  demands  as  long  as  such  development  does  not  impair  wild  river 
qualities.   Facilities  provided  will  be  of  first  quality  and  will  emphasize 
safety,  above  all,  for  the  visitor.   These  facilities  will  provide  for 
semiprimitive  motorized  recreation  opportunities  and  will  be  limited  to  simple 
campgrounds,  picnic  areas,  and  supporting  facilities.   Any  extensive 
development  will  be  in  the  "Recreational"  designated  areas  and  outside  the 
"Wild"  river  boundaries.   (See  Map  2.) 

ROS  Classes 


Maintaining  the  ROS  semiprimitive  motorized  opportunity  classification  for 
facility  development  will  require: 

1.  Continued  operation  and  maintenance  of  the  developed  Rio  Grande 
Wild  River  Recreation  Area,  including  the  Visitor  Center,  interpretive 
programs,  road  and  trail  systems,  and  the  47  developed  shelter  areas  located 
within  the  Recreation  Area. 

2.  Increased  development  and  maintenance  of  the  John  Dunn  Bridge 
Recreation  Site,  at  the  junction  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  Rio  Hondo. 

3.  Increased  development  and  maintenance  of  the  Taos  Junction 
Recreation  Site,  at  the  junction  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  the  Rio  Pueblo  de  Taos. 

Onsite  controls  and  restrictions  should  be  present  but  subtle.   Onsite 
manipulations  or  facilities  should  be  used  for  the  protection  of  the  resource 
and  to  provide  for  visitor  safety.   Law  enforcement  should  be  occasionally 
visible . 

4.  Evidence  of  surface  or  vegetative  disturbance  should  be  limited  and 
disturbed  areas  should  be  minimal.   Small  essential  facility  development  may 
be  present  but  should  not  dominate  the  naturalness  of  the  area. 

Management  Actions  and  Constraints 

1.   These  high-use  recreation  sites  are  accessible  by  motor  vehicles 
and  use  has  been  increasing  as  more  visitors  discover  these  access  points  for 
the  Rio  Grande.   All  sites  should  be  included  within  the  Rio  Grande  Gorge 
Maintenance  Contracts  and  Maintenance  Program. 
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2.  Signing  of  these  sites  should  be  effective  but  minimal  to  maintain 
the  visual  integrity  of  these  areas. 

3.  Existing  facility  development  at  the  developed  Rio  Grande  Wild 
River  Recreation  Area  is  capable  of  meeting  the  present  demand  for  visitor  use 
at  the  area,  but  a  comprehensive  facility  development  plan  should  be 
formulated  for  future  needs  of  the  area  (see  Part  III,  Management  Program, 
Facility  Development) . 

4.  The  John  Dunn  Bridge  site  is  the  most  highly  used  recreation  area 
along  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River  Management  Area.   Acknowledgment  of 
this  demand  and  use  by  the  BLM  is  essential  to  maintain  the  aesthetic  quality 
of  the  area.   (See  Part  III,  Management  Program,  Facility  Development,  for 
recommendations  regarding  this  site.) 

The  Taos  Junction  Bridge  Site  is  partially  located  on  private  land. 
This  site  should  be  acquired  (see  Part  III,  Management  Program,  Land  Tenure 
Adjustments)  for  the  protection  of  the  immediate  environment  and  use  by 
visitors  to  the  area.   (See  Part  III,  Management  Program,  Facility  Development 
for  recommendations  regarding  this  site.) 
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PART  III. 
THE  MANAGEMENT  PROGRAM 


PART  III 

THE  MANAGEMENT  PR 3GRAM 

The  management  program  is  a  composite  of  separate  actions  that  need  implementa- 
tion to  resolve  issues  and  accomplish  the  management  objective.   The  issues 
previously  identified  and  discussed  in  Section  I  of  this  Management  Plan  are 
listed  below,  along  with  management  actions  planned  to  resolve  them  (with  the 
exception  of  Issues  13,  15,  16,  and  17).   Issues  13,  15,  16,  and  17  which  deal 
with  instream  flow,  range,  wildlife,  and  cultural  resources  respectively  were 
considered  not  to  have  significant  influence  on  the  development  of  the 
management  program.   For  this  reason  they  were  not  included  in  the  following 
discussion. 

PRIVATE  AND  COMMERCIAL  BOATING  (See  Issues  1  and  2) 

Action 

Limit  all  boating  use  on  the  Rio  Grande  (Box  (John  Dunn  Bridge  to  the  Taos 
Junction  Bridge)  section,  split  for  a  50:50  ratio  between  private  and 
commercial  use  with  each  allowed  150  users  per  day.   Maximum  party  size  will 
be  25  for  day  use  and  15  for  overnight  use.   Commercial  permittees  are 
restricted  to  one  launch  per  day  with  a  limited  number  of  permits  issued. 
Registration  of  private  users  may  be  limited,  should  demand  exceed  150  users 
per  day.   The  upper  Grande  will  be  managed  as  follows: 

Upper  Sections 

Ute  Mountain  -  Razor  Blades  -  Little  Arsenic.   This  relatively  unused 
section  has  experienced  limited  growth.   It  will  be  limited  to  two  private  and 
two  commercial  launches  per  week.   Permits  and/or  registration  will  be 
required  with  a  maximum  party  size  of  15  persons  for  day  or  overnight  use. 

La  Junta  Section  -  Little  Arsenic  -  John  Dunn  Recreation  Site.   This 
section  is  receiving  increasing  commercial  pressure.   Target  capacity  will  be 
60  users  per  day  with  a  50-50  allocation  split  between  private  and 
commercial.   Maximum  party  size  will  be  15  for  both  private  and  commercial 
use.   Commercial  use  will  be  limited  to  two  launches  per  day  with  reservations 
required  prior  to  launch.   Reservations  will  be  accepted  up  to  the  commercial 
permit  application  deadline,  with  conflicts  decided  by  lottery.   Request  for 
reservations  will  be  honored  on  a  f irst-come-f irst-serve  basis  after  the 
deadline. 

Resolved 

1.  Protection  of  the  river  environment  from  overuse  and  degradation; 

2.  Providing  a  quality  river  experience  consistent  with  Wild  and 
Scenic  River  legislative  guidelines; 

3.  Visitor  safety  and  protection  through  permit  compliance;  and 

4.  Prevention  of  user  conflicts  through  an  allocation  of  use  capacity 
between  various  user  groups. 
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USER  FEES  ON  THE  RIO  GRANDE  WILD  AND  SCENIC  RIVER  MANAGEMENT  AREA  (See  Issue  3) 

Action 

Recreation  user  fees  will  be  charged  at  a  fair  market  value  to  support 
management  costs  or  as  directed  by  policy  costs  or  as  directed  by  policy.   An 
overnight  camping  fee  for  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  River  Recreation  Area  will  be 
collected.   This  fee  will  be  re-evaluated  annually.   No  day  use  fees  should  be 
charged  due  to  the  difficulty  in  collection  and  distribution  of  use. 

Special  recreation  permit  fees  for  commercial  boaters  is  recommended  at  a 
level  comparative  to  other  Wild  and  Scenic  Rivers  in  the  west.   Commercial 
fees  charged  in  1983  were  $2.00  per  user  day.   No  fees  are  charged  private 
boaters  at  the  present  time. 

Strong  sentiment  has  been  expressed  by  both  the  private  and  commercial  boaters 
that  the  fees  be  returned  to  the  fee  area  for  administration  and  maintenance, 
rather  than  go  into  the  general  fund.   It  is  recommended  that  the  collected 
fees  be  returned  to  the  Taos  Resource  Area  for  direct  administration  of  the 
Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River. 

Resolved 

Increased  costs  for  operation  and  maintenance  of  recreation  facilities  and 
programs  will  be  offset  and  partially  supported  by  user  fee  revenues. 

ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  RIO  GRANDE  WILD  AND  SCENIC  RIVER  MANAGEMENT  AREA  (see 
Issue  4 

ACTION 

Staffing 

Staffing  requirements  needed  to  implement  the  recreation  management  actions 
include: 

1.  Park  Manager  -  (Permanent  GS-9-11,  6  w/ms) 

This  position  represents  the  direct  operation,  maintenance  developed,  and  pro- 
gram functions  of  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  River  Recreation  Area.   Six  work  months 
are  required  to  adequately  maintain  the  facility  during  the  use  season  of 
March  through  October.   Direct  supervision  of  recreation  area  personnel, 
program  development,  and  complete  knowledge  of  all  operational  and  maintenance 
needs  of  the  area  require  that  the  individual  that  occupies  this  position  be  a 
year-round  permanent  employee.   The  remaining  work  months  needed  to  complete 
the  annual  funding  of  the  position  should  come  from  support  needs  of  the 
Resource  Area  (fire  suppression,  planning,  forestry,  safety,  etc.) 

2.  Park  Naturalist/Ranger  -  (Temporary  GS-7,  4  w/ms) 

This  temporary  position  is  required  for  effective  patrol  and  monitoring  of  the 
Recreation  Area  and  also  for  implementation  of  a  comprehensive  interpretive 
program.   The  Park  Range  would  also  be  responsible  for  user  fee  collection  and 
compliance. 
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3.  Visitor  Center  Park  Aid/Receptionist  -  (Temporary  GS-5,  4  w/ms) 

The  operation  of  the  Visitor  Center  requires  that  it  be  open  to  the  public,  7 
days  a  week  during  the  heavy  use  season  (April-September).   A  park  aid  should 
be  available  for  public  contact  and  information  needs,  assistance  in  patrol, 
user  fee  collection,  and  interpretive  program  implementation. 

4.  Maintenance  Personnel  (2)  -  (Permanent  or  Temporary  WG-6-8,  4  w/ms) 

The  maintenance  requirements  of  the  Recreation  Area  cover  a  wide  range  of 
responsibilities  including  a  continuous  need  for  trailwork,  shelter  area 
repair  and  replacement,  water  system  operation,  and  maintenance  of  the  Visitor 
Center  and  support  facilities  (wareyard,  warehouse,  mobile  home,  trailers, 
vehicles,  etc.).   The  safety  considerations  and  requirements  for  proper 
recreation  area  management  must  be  adequately  met  for  visitor  protection 
through  effective  and  responsible  personnel. 

5.  River  Rangers  (2)  -  (Temporary  GS-5-6,  3  w/ms) 

Two  temporary  River  Rangers  are  needed  to  adequately  implement  the  Rio  Grande 
Boating  Management  Program.   The  increasing  use  and  demand  (see  Part  1, 
Introduction,  Recreation  Use)  for  boating  on  the  extremely  dangerous,  but 
popular,  "Box"  section  of  the  Rio  Grande  requires  7  day  a  week  coverage  of  the 
put  in  and  access  points  (John  Dunn  Bridge  and  Lobatos  Bridge)  for  the  April 
through  July  use  season.   Unmonitored  and  unconstrained  use  of  the  Rio  Grande 
has  resulted  in  unnecessay  injuries  and  fatalities  in  the  past.   Collection  of 
user  fees,  compliance  with  boater  use  safety  regulations,  and  patrol  during 
heavy  use  periods  are  among  the  responsibilities  required  of  the  River  Ranger 
position. 

Total  costs  for  staff  funding  would  be  a  minimum  of  28  workmonths  and  $72,800. 

Special  Equipment 

Special  equipment  for  the  administration  of  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic 
River  Management  Area  include  the  following: 

1.  Communications   BLM  two-way  radios,  radio/phone  setup  until  a  phone 
can  be  installed  in  the  Vistor  Center,  portable  BLM  radios  for  field  use. 

2.  Advanced  and  Complete  First  Aid  Equipment  including  leg  and  arm 
splints,  stretchers  for  hauling  victims  out  of  the  canyon,  and  other 
specialized  equipment  to  be  located  at  the  Visitor  Center  and  John  Dunn  Bridge 
site  during  the  boating  season. 

3.  Specialized  vehicles  including  (a)  four-wheel-drive  pickups  for 
off road  use;  (b)  use  of  a  backhoe  and  grader  for  maintenance  needs,  and  to 
blade  the  access  road  to  the  recreation  area  during  heavy  snow  accumulation; 
(c)  snowmobile  for  access  to  areas  that  are  in  need  of  maintenance  or 
inspection  during  heavy  snow;  (d)  professional  raft  and  equipment  to 
adequately  meet  the  needs  of  the  boating  program;  and  (e)  flat  bed  trailer  for 
transporting  portable  toilets,  fence  and  building  materials,  rafting 
equipment,  and  other  needs  associated  with  transporting  heavy  or  large  items. 

4.  Fire  Cache  Equipment  to  be  located  at  the  developed  Recreation  Area 
for  immediate  availability  in  the  event  of  a  fire  in  the  Recreation  Area  or 
along  the  northern  boundaries  of  the  Taos  Resource  Area  Management  Unit. 
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Agreements  and  Contracts 

Agreements  associated  with  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River  Management 
Area  which  should  be  initiated  or  are  in  effect  include: 

1.  Law  enforcement  agreement  with  the  Taos  County  Sheriff  Department 
to  enforce  regulations,  ensure  compliance  and  protection  of  resource  values, 
and  prevent  criminal  activity  within  the  boundaries  of  the  management  areas. 

2.  Cooperative  agreement  with  the  Canon  City  BLM  Office  for  effective 
and  consistent  management  of  the  Rio  Grande  in  both  Colorado  and  New  Mexico. 

3.  A  "Trail  Maintenance"  contract  should  be  funded  and  awarded  for  the 
reconstruction  and/or  maintenance  of  all  trails  in  need  of  major  repair.   The 
La  Junta  Trail  specifically  needs  major  maintenance  or  relocation  of  the  upper 
one-third  mile  to  reduce  the  extremely  hazardous  condition  due  to  rock  slide 
and  continuous  erosion.   The  Operations  Division  of  the  Albuquerque  District 
Office  is  presently  studying  alternatives  and  cost  effectiveness  for  several 
approaches  to  this  trail  maintenance  and  public  safety  hazard. 

4.  The  Rio  Grande  Wild  Recreation  Area  Maintenance  Contractus  an  open 
bid  contract  between  the  BLM  and  a  maintenance  contractor.   It  is  for  the 
period  from  April  to  September  and  includes  litter  pickup  along  all  roads, 
trails,  and  shelter  areas;  and  pumping  of  toilets  within  the  developed 
Recreation  Area.   See  the  1982  Rio  Grande  Wild  River  Recreation  Area 
Maintenance  Contract  for  specifications  of  maintenance  responsibilities  of  the 
contractor.   This  contract  should  be  expanded  to  include  the  John  Dunn  Bridge 
Recreation  Site  to  meet  the  growing  maintenance  needs  of  this  area. 

Resolved 

1.  Comprehensive  and  effective  administration  of  the  Rio  Grande  Wild 
and  Scenic  River  Management  Area  to  meet  the  visitor  use  and  safety  protection 
needs  associated  with  a  nationally  recognized  tourist  attraction;  and 

2.  Law  enforcement  for  visitor  protection,  permit  a  regulation 
compliance,  and  prevention  of  vandalism  and  damage  to  the  resource. 

MAINTENANCE  OF  THE  RIO  GRANDE  WILD  AND  SCENIC  RIVER  MANAGEMENT  AREA  (See 
Issues  4  and  5) 

Action 

Maintain  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River  Management  Area  for  the  safety 
of  visitors,  prevention  of  aesthetic  degradation,  and  enhancement  of  the 
natural  environment  through  maintenance  contracts,  force  account,  and 
maintenance  personnel  responsibilities.   The  maintenance  responsibilities  will 
include  solid  waste  disposal,  letter  removal,  trail  and  road  maintenance,  and 
facility  maintenance. 

Specific  maintenance  sites  will  include  the  entire  designated  Rio  Grande  Wild 
and  Scenic  River  corridor,  the  developed  Rio  Grande  Wild  River  Recreation 
Area,  and  the  John  Dunn  Bridge  Recreation  Site,  and  the  Taos  Junction  Bridge 
Recreation  Site.   The  specific  maintenance  tasks  are  divided  between 
maintenance  contract  responsibilities  and  BLM  maintenance  personnel 
responsibilities . 
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Specifications  for  the  developed  Wild  River  Recreation  Area  are  included  in 
the  "Rio  Grande  Maintenance  Contract  Specifications"  and  can  be  obtained  from 
the  Taos  BLM  office. 

Specifications  for  the  John  Dunn  Bridge  Recreation  Area  (to  be  provided 
by  contract  maintenance  or  BLM  personnel  maintenance) 

Description  of  Work.   Grounds.   All  litter  and  trash  shall  be  picked  up 
one-quarter  mile  upstream  and  downstream  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  one-quarter 
mile  upstream  of  the  Rio  Hondo  at  the  John  Dunn  Bridge  Recreation  Site.   The 
"grounds"  to  be  policed  will  include  100  feet  on  either  side  of  these  rivers. 

Grills  and  Fire  Rings.   Each  grill  and  fire  ring  shall  have  all  ashes 
and  trash  removed. 

Trash  Containers.   All  trash,  litter,  rubbish,  debris,  garbage,  and 
ashes  shall  be  loaded  and  transported  to  an  approved  sanitary  landfill. 

Toilets.   All  portable  or  vault  toilets  shall  be  pumped  on  a  regular 
basis  and  the  waste  properly  disposed  of  at  each  pumping. 

Specifications  for  the  Taos  Junction  Bridge  Recreation  Site  (to  be 
provided  by  contract  maintenance  or  BLM  personnel) 

Description  of  Work.   Grounds.   All  litter  and  trash  shall  be  picked  up 
\   mile  upstream  and  downstream  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  \   mile  upstream  of  the 
Rio  Pueblo  de  Taos  at  the  Taos  Junction  Bridge  Recreation  Site.   The  "grounds" 
to  be  policed  will  include  100  feet  on  either  side  of  these  rivers. 

Grill  and  Fire  Rings.   Each  grill  and  fire  ring  shall  have  all  ashes 
and  trash  removed. 

Trash  Containers.   All  trash  litter  and  rubbish  in  and  around 
containers  shall  be  removed  and  a  new  plastic  bag  installed  when  the  old  or 
used  bag  is  removed. 

Trash  Disposal.   All  trash  litter,  rubbish,  debris,  garbage,  and  ashes 
shall  be  loaded  and  transported  to  an  appropriate  sanitary  landfill. 

Toilets.   All  portable  or  vault  toilets  shall  be  pumped  on  a  regular 
basis  and  the  waste  properly  disposed  of  at  each  pumping. 

Resolved 

1.  Maintenance  responsibilities  for  recreation  sites,  roads,  trails, 
and  management  facilities; 

2.  Safety  to  both  the  general  public  and  Bureau  personnel  through 
correction  and  monitoring  of  potentially  hazardous  situations; 

3.  Efficiency  and  economy  in  maintenance  operations  within  budget 
restraints;  and 

4.  Convenience,  aesthetics  where  practical,  and  otherwise  promote  the 
Bureau's  welfare. 
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LAW  ENFORCEMENT  (See  Issue  6) 

Action 

Provide  law  enforcement  for  visitor  protection,  compliance  with  recreation 
area  regulations,  and  for  the  reduction  of  vandalism  and  theft.   This  can  be 
provided  by  either  allowing  citation  authority  for  park  and  river  rangers  or 
through  a  cooperative  law  enforcement  agreement  with  the  Taos  County  Sheriff's 
Department . 

A  cooperative  agreement  would  include  partial  payment  for  a  Deputy  Sheriff's 
time  for  both  regular  patrol  and  periodic  spot  patrols  and  emergency  calls. 
The  amount  and  method  of  payment  would  have  to  be  determined  through 
cooperative  negotiations.   The  specific  areas  to  be  patrolled  would  include 
the  Rio  Grande  Wild  River  Recreation  Area,  the  John  Dunn  Bridge  Recreation 
Site,  the  Rio  Grande  High  Bridge,  and  the  Taos  Junction  Bridge  Recreation  Site. 

Resolved: 

1.  Visitor  safety; 

2.  Compliance  with  recreation  area  regulations; 

3.  Special  recreation  use  permit  compliance;  and 

4.  Reduction  of  theft  and  vandalism  to  both  developed  facilities  and 
the  natural  environment. 

MINERAL  EXPLORATION  AND  DEVELOPMENT  (See  Issues  7  and  8) 

Action 

All  mineral  exploration  and  development  is  restricted  within  the  Rio  Grande 
Wild  and  Scenic  River  designated  area.   However,  the  developed  Recreation  Area 
was  never  provided  this  protection  through  a  withdrawal.   The  public  lands 
listed  in  Table  4  should  be  immediately  withdrawn  from  all  forms  of 
appropriation,  including  mineral  entry. 

Resolved 

Protection  of  the  developed  Recreation  Area  from  encroaching  industrial 
development  and  potential  mineral  exploration  and  development 

OFF-ROAD  VEHICLE  (ORV)  USE  AND  DESIGNATION  (See  Issue  9). 

Action 

Officially  designate  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River  Management  Area  for 
ORV  use  as  either  "open,  closed,  or  limited  use"  areas  and  routes.   The 
designated  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River  restricts  ORV  use  below  the  rims 
of  the  Rio  Grande  and  Red  River  with  the  exception  of  the  river  access  points 
at  the  Red  River  Hatchery  and  the  John  Dunn  Bridge  Recreation  Site. 
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TABLE  4 

PUBLIC  LANDS  PROPOSED  FOR  WITHDRAWAL 

WITHIN  THE  MANAGEMENT  AREA 


T.  29  N. ,  R.  12  E.,  NMPM 


Acres 


Sec.    20:      Lot   8 

15.76 

29:      Lots    1-8,    NE^NE^,    SE^SW^; 

234.15 

3] 

.:      SE^SEk 

40 

32:      E^NW^NW^ 

20 

T.    28   N.,    R.    12   E.,    NMPM 

Sec.    4 

S^ 

320 

5 

Lots    1-4,    SfcN^,    N^SW^,    SEk 

576.48 

6 

Lot    1,    SEiNEi 

83.85 

8 

E^WfcEfc,    E^E^ 

240 

9 

NW^NEi,    W^SW^NEi,    W^SW^t 

W^E^SWi,    NE^NEkSWi 

190 

16 

NW^NWk 

40 

17 

E^NEk,    E^WkNE^ 

120 

TOTAL 

1,880.24 

The  areas  above  the  rim  and  the  developed  Rio  Grande  Wild  River  Recreation 
Area  have  not  been  officially  designated  for  ORV  use.   These  areas  receive 
heavy  visitor  use  and  because  of  the  fragile  soil  and  vegetative  environments 
along  the  rims,  restrictive  ORV  use  designations  are  recommended.   Areas 
designated  "open"  will  allow  unlimited  ORV  use.   "Limited"  use  areas  or  routes 
will  allow  access  for  BLM  livestock  permittees  only  during  the  period  which 
their  permit  is  in  effect.   Authorization  will  be  provided  for  these 
permittees  and  designated  representatives  during  these  periods  of  permitted 
use. 

Emergency  access  by  BLM  personnel  must  be  approved  by  the  aurhorized  BLM 
official  in  all  cases  to  "closed"  areas.   Emergency  access  includes  search  and 
rescue,  fire  hazards,  and  situations  deemed  necessary  for  vehicular  access  by 
the  authorized  BLM  official. 

Information  and  directional  signs  will  be  placed  at  strategic  locations  to 
insure  public  awareness  of  the  ORV  designations.   If  needed,  wood,  rock  or 
metal  barriers  will  be  placed  in  routes  designated  "closed"  to  public  access 
to  prevent  continued  degradation  to  the  affected  area. 

Use  supervision  will  include  the  capability  for  BLM  officials  to  "trespass" 
those  who  have  knowingly  traveled  on  "closed"  or  "limited"  use  routes  and 
areas.   Here  again,  in-house  citation  authority  would  simplify  the  legal 
process  and  possibly  discourage  potential  abuse  or  disregard  for  areas  closed 
to  vehicular  use. 
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Resolved 

1.  Access  and  ORV  activities  consistent  with  resource  protection 
objectives; 

2.  The  safety  of  the  user;  and 

3.  Conflicts  with  other  resources  and  other  public  land  users  (range, 
domestic,  f uelwood ,  etc.) 

WATER  QUALITY  PROTECTION  OF  THE  RIO  GRANDE  AND  RED  RIVER  (See  Issue  10). 

Action 

Monitor  hydrological  data  affecting  the  water  quality  standards  supported  by 
the  New  Mexico  Environmental  Improvement  Division  and  the  Federal 
Environmental  Protection  Agency  for  both  the  Rio  Grande  and  Red  Rivers.   This 
includes  the  Molybdenum  tailings  ponds  and  resulting  affluent  discharging  into 
the  Red  River  and  any  possible  future  tailing  pond  locations  adjacent  to  the 
Rio  Grande  Recreation  Area. 

Pursue  active  penalties  and  litigation  when  there  is  a  State  or  Federal  water 
quality  violation  in  either  the  Rio  Grande  or  Red  River. 

Resolved 

1.  Compliance  with  the  "Wild  and  Scenic  Rivers"  Act  of  1969  (PL 
90-542)  to  "preserve  these  rivers  in  their  free-flowing  conditions  and  protect 
the  water  quality;" 

2.  Compliance  with  EID  and  EPA  laws  and  regulations  which  serve  to 
protect  water  quality  and  prevent  pollution;  and 

3.  Reduce  environmental  and  visual  impacts  of  water  pollution  which 
may  affect  the  health  and  safety  of  public  water  users  along  and  below  the  Rio 
Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River  Management  Area. 

SANITARY  LANDFILLS  AND  DUMPING  ALONG  THE  RIO  GRANDE  WILD  AND  SCENIC  RIVER  (See 
Issue  11) 

Action 


Locate,  identify,  and  presecute  violations  of  Federal  and  state  law  regarding 
illegal  dumping  and  littering  on  public  lands.   Closer  coordination  with  the 
New  Mexico  State  EID  may  result  in  more  effective  monitorying  and  prosecution 
of  violators. 

Develop  a  contract  for  the  removal  of  the  two  vehicles  which  have  been  pushed 
over  the  rim  and  into  the  Rio  Grande  Gorge.   This  can  be  done  quickly  and 
effectively  with  a  helicopter.   Special  authorization  for  helicopter  access  to 
the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River  should  be  approved  to  remove  these 
hazardous  obstructions  from  the  bottom  of  the  gorge  (one  below  the  Rio  Grande 
High  Bridge  and  one  above  "Dead  Car"  rapids). 

Resolved 

1.  Visual  degradation  of  the  natural  environment;  and 

2.  Health  safety  hazards  associated  with  illegal  dumping,  burning 
litter,  and  vehicle  bodies  along  the  river. 
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VISUAL  RESOURCE  MANAGEMENT  (VRM)  (See  Issue  12) 

Action 

Enforce  the  Class  I  VRM  category  stipulations  provided  for  the  Rio  Grande  Wild 
and  Scenic  River  Management  Area.   Identify  the  visual  impacts  of  proposed 
actions  such  as  powerline  installations,  sanitary  landfills,  millsite 
locations,  etc.,  through  environmental  assessments.   Monitor  the  required 
stipulations  with  mitigating  measures  through  adjustments  in  location, 
facility  coloring,  time  periods  of  use,  and  planning  for  effects  of  the  long- 
vs .  short-term  use  of  the  resource.   Compliance  for  all  stipulations  must  be 
rigid  and  followed  closely  to  protect  the  visual  quality  of  the  Rio  Grande 
Wild  and  Scenic  River  Management  Area. 

Resolved 

Protection  and  preservation  of  the  unique  visual  and  scenic  qualities 
associated  with  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River. 

LAND  TENURE  ADJUSTMENT  (See  Issue  14) 

Action 

Acquire  the  following  parcels  of  private  land  through  fee  acquisition  or 
scenic  easement  to  block  up  the  boundaries  of  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic 
River  Management  Area. 

Table  5  shows  the  tracts  programmed  for  acquisition  in  year  one,  and  the 
remaining  tracts  will  need  to  be  acquired  when  additional  funding  becomes 
available.   The  estimated  costs  shown  in  this  table  represent  purchase  price 
only  and  does  not  include  other  costs  of  acquisition.   Restrictive  easements 
can  be  acquired  in  lieu  of  fee  title;  however,  fee  title  is  the  preferred 
method. 


TABLE  5 
PROPOSED  LAND  ACQUISITIONS  WITHIN  THE  MANAGEMENT  AREA 

Type  of 

Parcel  Identification      Acquisition       Acres  Estimated  Cost 

Year  One 

George  Tune  Strip  201          Fee           8  $  8,500.00 

Bolivar  Quintana  Tract         Fee           1  5,000.00 

James  Tract                   Fee           1  10,000.00 

TOTAL:  $23,500.00 

Outyears 

George  Tune  Strip  190          Fee           2  $   7,500.00 

George  Tune  Larger  Parcel      Fee          71  100,000.00 

Feliberto  Martinez  Parcel      Fee          40  50,000.00 

Feliberto  Martinez  Strips      Fee          10  30,000.00 

James  Tract  (remainder)        Fee          3  30,000.00 

N.  Yoandies  Tract             Fee           9  22.000.00 

TOTAL:  $239,500.00 
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One  other  tract  that  needs  easement  acquisition  or  purchase,  but  is  outside 
the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River  Corridor,  is  the  Taos  Junction  tract. 
This  is  a  5-acre  site  immediately  below  and  east  of  the  Taos  Junction  Bridge 

Resolved 


1.  Protection  of  the  designated  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River  and 
buffer  areas  from  industrial  and  residential  encroachment;  and 

2.  Access  by  river  users  to  areas  within  the  boundaries  of  the  Rio  Grande 
Wild  and  Scenic  River  Management  Area. 

VISITOR  SERVICES  (See  Issue  18) 

Action 

The  following  actions  should  be  stressed. 

1.  Emergency  Services  —  Emergency  services  are  provided  for  visitors  to 
the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River  Management  Area  at  the  developed 
Recreation  Area  Visitor  Center  and  at  the  John  Dunn  Bridge  Recreation  Site 
during  the  boating  season.   These  services  consist  of  first  aid  assistance, 
search  and  rescue  assistance,  and  direct  communication  with  the  Taos  County 
Sheriff's  Department  and  the  New  Mexico  State  Police. 

The  New  Mexico  State  Police  officially  initiate  all  search  and  rescue  efforts 
in  New  Mexico.   The  Taos  BLM  has  coordinated  with  the  New  Mexico  State  Police 
for  search  and  rescue  efforts  both  along  the  Rio  Grande  and  in  other  areas 
involving  public  lands. 

2.  Information  and  Interpretive  Services — Primary  information  regarding 
issues  related  to  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River  Management  Area  is 
found  at  the  Taos  BLM  Resource  Area  Office  in  Taos,  New  Mexico.   The 
developed  Recreation  Area  Visitor  Center  also  assimilates  and  distributes 
information  specifically  concerning  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic  River. 

Interpretive  services  include  informational  and  educational  displays  located 
at  the  Visitor  Center  and  at  the  put-in  site  for  boaters  at  the  John  Dunn 
Bridge  Recreation  Site.   Interpretation  of  the  river  environment,  geologic 
history,  recreation  use  activities,  and  health  and  safety  regulations  are 
available  for  the  benefit  of  visitors  to  the  area. 

Proposed  interpretive  services  include  additional  displays  at  the  developed 
recreation  area,  interpretation  of  the  Historical  Manby  "Stagecoach"  Springs 
located  along  the  "Lower  Box,"  and  roadside  information  signs   for  the  benefit 
of  travelers  along  the  highway  access  points  of  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic 
River  Management  Area. 

3.  Visitor  and  Resource  Protection  -  Visitor  and  resource  protection  is 
accomplished  by  a  variety  of  means  including  regular  patrol  of  high  use  areas, 
signing  of  hazardous  areas,  and  coordinated  communication  with  law  enforcement 
agencies  (Taos  County  Sheriff,  New  Mexico  Game  and  Fish  Department,  and  the 
New  Mexico  State  Police). 
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The  key  to  comprehensive  and  effective  visitor  and  resource  protection  is 
enforcement  through  citation  and/or  arrest  authority.   Presently  the  Bureau 
has  limited  its  on-the-ground  citation  authority  in  the  State  of  New  Mexico  to 
one  law  enforcement  specialist  at  the  New  Mexico  State  Office. 

Resolved 

Until  BLM  personnel  are  given  citation  and/or  arrest  authority,  the  issue  of 
visitor  and  resource  protection  is  not  resolved. 
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PART  IV. 

IMPLEMENTATION 
PHASING  AND  COSTS 


PART  IV 
IMPLEMENTATION  PHASING  AND  COSTS 


IMPLEMENTATION  PHASING 


Table  6  is  a  proposed  timetable  guiding  implementation  of  facility  development 
(ranked  by  priority)  for  the  recreation  management  area. 

COST  ESTIMATES 

Table  7  is  a  summarization  of  the  proposed  costs  for  the  major  recreation 
management  actions  and  for  facility  development  for  the  Rio  Grande  Management 
Area. 
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TABLE    7 


Cost    Estimate   Summary 


Fisca 

1  ^ear   and 

sooo 

'  s 

Action 

83 

84 

85 

36 

87 

83 

39 

90 

91 

92 

FACILITY  DEVELOPMENT 

Recreation  Area 
Warehouse 

20 

Reconstruction  of 
"La  Junta"  Trail 

307 

Telephone  Installa- 
tion at  Visitor  Center 

6 

Construction  of  Sew- 
aoe  Dump  Station 

10 

Replacement  of  Red 
River  Foot  Bridae 

2 

Construction  of 
Red  River  Trail 

10 

Construction  of  Park. 
Manager  Residence 

50 

Construction  of  "Rio 
Colorado"  Campground 
(north  of  El  Aouaie) 

150 

FACILITY  (.Contract! 
MAINTENANCE 

8 

9 

10 

10 

12 

12 

14 

14 

16 

16 

FACILITY  OPERATION 

41 

41 

45 

45 

47 

47 

49 

49 

51 

51 

VISITOR  SERVICES 
Patrol  and  Enforcement 

13 

13 

15 

15 

16 

16 

18 

18 

20 

20 

INTERPRETIVE  AND 
INFORMATION  SERVICES 

5 

5 

6 

6 

6 

7 

7 

7 

8 

8 

Land  and  Easement 
Acquisition 

87 


Cost  Estimate  Summary 

(concluded) 

Gorge  Time 

Georqe  Tune  Strips 

83 

84 

85 

86 

87 

88 

89 

90 

91 

9? 

16 

George  Tune  Larger 
Larqer  Parcel 

100 

Feliberto  Martinez 
Strips 

30 

Fel iberto  Martinez 
Larqer  Parcel 

50 

James  Tract 

19 

N.  Yoandies  Tract 

22 

BROCHURE/MAP 

5 

ADMINISTRATION 

8 

8 

10 

10 

10 

12 

12 

12 

14 

14 

88 


PART  V. 
APPENDICES 


APPENDIX  A 

WILD  AND  SCENIC  RIVER 
CLASSIFICATIONS  AND  LEGAL  DESCRIPTIONS 


APPENDIX  A 


RIO  GRANDE 


Wild  and  Scenic  River  Classifications 
and  Legal  Descriptions 

(all  lands  except  Carson  National  Forest) 


T.  32  N.,  R.  11  E., 

Sec.  24,  Lots  5  and  10; 

Sec.  25,  Lots  5,6,7  and  8; 

Sec.  36,  Lots  5,6,7,8,9  and  NE^SWk 

420  acres  in  the  Sangre  de  Cristo  Grant  meandering  east  boundary  of  the 
Rio  Grande. 

T.  31  N.,  R.  11  E., 

Sec.  1,  Lots  4,5  and  6; 

Sec.  2,  Lots  7,8  and  9; 

Sec.  11,  Lots  2,3,4,5,6,7  and  8; 

Sec.  14  E^; 

Sec.  23,  EhEk   and  NW^NE^; 

Sec.  24  W^Wfc 

Sec.  25,  S^SWiNE^.NWiNWk.S^NW^N^NW^SW^, 
NEkSW^,N^SEk  and  N^S^SE^; 

Sec.  26,  E^E^NE^; 

250  acres  of  the  Sangre  de  Cristo  Grant  meandering  the  east  boundary  of  the 
Rio  Grande. 

T.  31  N.,  R.  12  E., 

Sec.  30,  Lot  4  and  SE^SWk; 

Sec.  31,  Lots  1,3,4,  E^Ws,  W^SW^NE^  and  W^NW^SE^. 

T.  30  N.,  R.  12  E., 

Sec.  6,  Lots  3,4,5,6,  SE^NWk  and  E^SWk; 
Sec.  7,  W^Ne£,  E^NW^,  NE^SW^  and  SE^; 
Sec.  17,  W^W^; 
Sec.  18,  EfcEfe  and  E^NW^NE^; 
Sec.  19,  E^; 
Sec.  20,  W^W^; 

Sec.  29,  SW^NWk,  N^SW^,  SE^SW^  and  WW$SE^; 
Sec.  30,  NE^  and  NE^SE^; 

Sec.  32,  W^W^NEi,  E^NW^,  E^SW^NW^,  E^SW^, 
E^SWi  and  W^W^SEi. 

T.  29  N.,  R.  12  E. , 
Sec.  4,  SW^SW^; 

Sec.  5,  Lots  2,3,  SW^NE^,  SE^NW^,  E^NE^SW^  and  SE^; 
Sec.  8,  NEkNEi; 

Sec.  9,  Lots  3,4,5,6,  N^NWi  and  SWfc; 
Sec.  16,  Lots  2  and  one  tract  of  unsurveyed  land  in  the  NW^  containing  69.92 

acres; 
Sec.  17,  Lots  3,4,6,7,9,10  and  one  tract  of  unsurveyed  land  in  the  E^ 

containing  98.54  acres; 
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Sec.  20,  Lots  1,2,3,4,6,7,  E^W^,  SW^SWk  and  one  tract  of  unsurveyed  land  in 

the  NE^  containing  16.38  acres; 
Sec.  29,  N^NWk,  N^S^NW^,  S^SW^NW^,  SWkSEkNWk, 

W^NEkSWk  and  W^SWk; 
Sec.  30,  E^SEk; 
Sec.  31,  E^NEk,  E^NW^NEk,  SW^NE^,  SW^NEk,  E^SWk,  N^SE^ 

and  SWkSEk; 
Sec.  32,  W^NW^NWfc. 

T.  28  N.,  R.  12  E. , 
Sec.  5,  S^SW^; 
Sec.  6,  Lots  2,3,  SW^NEi,  SE^NWk,  NE^SWk,  N^SE^SWi 

and  SEi; 
Sec.  7,  NEiNEk; 
Sec.  8,  W^NEfc,  E^NWk,  NW^NWk,  E^SW^NWi, 

E^SWk,  E^W^SWi  and  W^W^SE^; 
Sec.  9,  NE^NEk,  E^SW^NE^,  SE^NEkSWk,  E^SE^SWk, 

W^NW^SEk  and  NEkNWkSEk; 
Sec.  10,  SW^SW^NWk  and  NWfcNWfcSWk; 
Sec.  16,  NEiNWi,  SW^NWk  and  NWfcSWfc; 
Sec.  17,.  W^W^NEk,  E^NWk,  E^W^NWk,  W^SW^NW^SW^, 

NEkSEi  and  S^SEk; 
Sec.  18,  E^E^SEi; 
Sec.  19,  E\Y\   and  E^W^Efe; 
Sec.  20,  N^NWk; 

Sec.  29,  portion  west  of  river; 
Sec.  30,  E^NEi,  E^W^NEk,  NE^SEk  and  E^W^SEfc; 
Sec.  31,  W^E^NEk,  E^W^NEi,  E^SEk  and  E^NW^SEk; 
Sec.  32,  portion  west  of  river; 
Plus  all  other  undescribed  land  meandering  west  boundary  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

T.  27  N.,  R.  12  E., 

Sec.  5,  W1^; 

Sec.  7,  Eh^h   and  WiSEk; 

Sec.  8,  NW^NWi; 

Sec.  17,  W^NWi; 

Sec.  18,  E^  and  E^SW%; 

Sec.  19,  W^Efc  and  E^Wfe; 

Sec.  30,  NW^NEk  and  NE^NWi; 

Plus  all  other  undescribed  land  meandering  the  west  boundary  of  the  Rio 
Grande. 

T.  26  N.,  R.  11  E., 

Sec.  1,  Lots  1,2,5,6,7,  SEkNWk,  NE^SWi  and  SW^SWk; 

Sec.  12,  Lots  1,2,3  and  4; 

Sec.  13,  Lots  1  and  2; 

Sec.  14,  Lots  1,2,  SE^NEi  and  W^SE^; 

Sec.  23,  Lots  1,2,3,4  and  W^E^; 

Sec.  24,  Lot  1; 

Sec.  25,  Lots  5,6,7  and  8; 

Sec.  26,  E^Efc; 

Sec.  35,  Lots  1,2  and  E^SEk; 

Sec.  36,  Lots  5,6,7  and  8; 

430  acres  of  the  Anton  Leroux  Grant  meandering  the  east  boundary  of  the 
Rio  Grande. 
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T.  25  N. ,  R.  11  E., 

Sec.  1,  Lots  1,2,3,4,7  and  8; 
Sec.  12,  Lots  1,2,5,6,7  and  8; 
Sec.  13,  Lots  1,2,3  and  4; 
Sec.  23,  E^SE^; 

Sec.  24,  Lots  1,2,3,4  and  W^NW\; 
Sec.  25,  Lots  1,2,3  and  4; 
Sec.  26,  E^NE^. 

Recreational  River  Classification 
(all  lands  except  Carson  National  Forest) 

T.  27  N.,  R.  12  E. , 

Sec.  30,  SWfcNEk,  SE^NW^,  E^SWk  and  W^SE^; 

Sec.  31,  Lots  1,2,3,4  and  N^Nw^; 

130  acres  of  the  Anton  Leroux  Grant  meandering  the  east  boundary  of  the 
Rio  Grande. 

T.  27  N.,  R.  11  E., 

Sec.  36,  Lots  5,6  and  7. 
T.  25  N.,R.  11  E. , 

Sec.  35,  Lots  1,2,3,  N^NEk,  SW^NE^  and  N'sSE^; 

Sec.  36,  Lots  1  and  2. 
T.  24  N.,  R.  11  E., 

Sec.  2,  Lots  1,2,5,6,7,  SW^NE^  and  W^SE^. 

CARSON  NATIONAL  FOREST 

Beginning  at  a  point  in  the  center  of  the  Rio  Grande  on  the  section  line 
between  sections  7  and  18,  T.  27  N. ,  R.  12  E. ,  New  Mexico  Principal  Meridian; 
thence  east  along  the  section  line  .16  mile  to  the  east  rim  of  the  Rio  Grande 
canyon;  thence  northeasterly  along  the  rim  of  the  Rio  Grande  canyon  through 
the  center  of  section  8,  T.  27  N.,  R.  12  E.,  a  distance  of  approximately  .68 
mile;  thence  northerly  approximately  .50  mile  to  a  point  .07  mile  east  of  the 
quarter  corner  between  sections  5  and  8,  T.  27  N.,  R.  12  E.;  thence  northerly 
through  section  5,  1.04  miles  to  a  point  on  the  section  line  between  section 
5,  T.  27  N.,  R.  12  E.,  and  section  32,  T.  28  N.,  R.  12  E.,  .28  mile  west  of 
the  section  corner  common  to  sections  4  and  5,  T.  27  N. ,  R.  12  E.,  and 
sections  32  and  33,  T.  28  N.,  R.  12  E. 

Thence  northeasterly  approximately  .28  mile  to  the  northerly  rim  of  Garrapata 
canyon;  thence  southwesterly  to  the  rim  of  the  Rio  Grande;  thence  northerly 
along  the  rim  of  the  Rio  Grande  crossing  the  section  line  between  sections  32 
and  29  at  a  point  .27  mile  east  of  the  section  corner  common  to  sections  29, 
30,  31  and  32,  T.  28  N.,  R.  12  E.;  thence  northerly  along  the  rim  of  the  Rio 
Grande  canyon  1.03  miles  to  a  point  on  the  section  line  between  sections  20 
and  29,  T.  28  N.,  R.  12  E.,  .30  mile  east  of  the  section  corner  common  to 
sections  19,  20,  20  and  30,  T.  28  N. ,  R.  12  E.;  thence  northeasterly  along  the 
rim  of  the  Rio  Grande  canyon  approximately  .57  mile  to  a  point  due  east  of  the 
confluence  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  Red  River;  thence  northeasterly  .76  mile  to 
the  section  corner  common  to  sections  16,  17,  20  and  21,  T.  28  N.,  R.  12  E. 
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Thence  northeasterly  1.33  miles  along  the  rim  of  the  Red  River  canyon  to  the 
east  1/16  corner  of  the  section  line  between  section  9  and  16,  T.  28  N.  ,  R.  12 
E.;  thence  northeasterly  along  the  rim  of  the  Red  River  canyon  .95  mile  to  a 
point  on  the  section  line  common  to  sections  9  and  10,  T.  28  N.  ,  R.  12  E. ,  .35 
mile  south  of  the  section  corner  common  to  sections  3,4,9  and  10,  T.  28  N. ,  R. 
12  E.;  thence  easterly  along  the  rim  of  the  Red  River  canyon  and  southeasterly 
along  the  rim  of  Lama  canyon  for  approximately  .38  mile;  thence  northeasterly 
approximately  .38  mile  to  a  point  where  the  section  line  common  to  sections  3 
and  10,  T.  28  N.,  R.  12  E.,  crosses  Lama  canyon,  which  is  approximately  at  the 
corner  of  the  section  line  between  sections  3  and  10;  thence  east  along  the 
section  line  between  sections  3  and  10,  T.  28  N. ,  R.  12  E.,  approximately  .25 
mile;  thence  northeasterly  .11  mile  to  the  center  of  the  Red  River. 

Thence  3.79  miles  southwest  down  the  center  of  Red  River  to  the  confluence 
with  the  Rio  Grande;  thence  southerly  down  the  center  of  the  Rio  Grande  4.81 
miles  to  the  point  of  beginning. 
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APPENDIX  B 

AVERAGE  MONTHLY  PRECIPITATION  and  TEMPERATURES 

CERRO,  NEW  MEXICO,  */ 

1941-1970 


Precipitation 
(Inches) 


Temperature 
(°F) 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


0.59 
0.46 
0.63 
0.91 
0.92 
0.96 
1.83 
1.94 
1.10 
1.10 
0.53 
0.57 


21.9 
27.3 
33.9 
43.8 
52.3 
60.6 
65.8 
64.1 
58.1 
47.7 
34.3 
25.0 


Annual 


11.54 


44.6 


Source:   National  Climatic  Center  1973.   Asheville,  NC 


Note:   fL'   Altitude  is  7,665  feet  above  mean 
sea  level. 
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HISTORICAL  RECREATION  USE 
FOR  THE  RIO  GRANDE  LOWER  BOX 


APPENDIX  C 
HISTORICAL  USE  (1969-1983)  FOR  RIO  GRANDE  LOWER  BOX 


Year 


Adjusted^ 
Season  Use 


Season  Days  h/ 


Use  Per£/ 
Season  Days 


1969 
1970 
1971 
1972 
1973 
1974 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1979 
1980 
1981 
1982 
1983 


50 

35 

0 

0 

125 

0 

743 

437 

0 

510 

3914 

4851 

0 

7238 

10,335 


66 
28 

0 

0 
94 

0 
74 
44 

0 

18 

112 

88 

0 
77 
78 


0.6 
1.0 
0.0 
0.0 


1. 

0. 
10, 
10 

0 
28, 
35.0 
55.1 

0.0 

94.8 

132.0 


Notes 


1/  Adjusted  Season  Use  -  was  based  on  Powerline  Falls  register  for 
1969-78  and  permitted  use  for  1979-80.   Permitted  use  was 


b/ 


c/ 


adjusted  for  season  length  and  unpermitted  use. 

Season  Days  -  is  the  total  number  of  days  during  the  river 
permit  season  (April  15  -  August  15)  when  the  discharge  at  Arroyo 
Hondo  gauge  exceeded  900  cubic  feet  per  second. 

Use  Per  Season  Days  -  is  the  adjusted  use  divided  by  the  season 
days. 
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APPENDIX  D 

1979  Rio  Grande  Management  Framework  Plan 
(MFP)  MULTIPLE  Use  Recommendations 


The  1979  Rio  Grande  Management  Framework  Plan  (MFP)  Multiple-Use 
Recommendation  R-5.1  states: 

Part  A  -  Provide  for  the  necessary  administrative  actions  to  include  the 
entire  west  half  of  the  Guadalupe  Mountain  in  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  and  Scenic 
River  Recreation  Area. 

Part  B  -  Protect  the  unique  natural  and  scenic  values  of  the  proposed 
expansion  area  by  initiation  of  the  following  management  activity. 

1.  Evaluate  the  impacts  on  the  wildlife  habitat  in  cooperation  with  the 
NMDG&F  to  determine  the  effects  of  hunter  pressure; 

2.  Prohibit  woodcutting  on  Guadalupe  Mountain  with  the  exception  of 
specifically  selected  areas  and/or  trees  that  require  removal  in  order  to 
maintain  the  health  of  the  remainder  of  the  stand.   (Timber  stand  improvement 
for  purposes  of  commercial  development  is  not  the  intent  of  the  authorized 
tree  removal . ) ;  and 

3.  Allow  no  further  mineral  development,  roads  or  other  rights-of-way  on 
the  west  half  of  the  mountain.   Withdrawal  will  be  initiated  to  protect  the 
area  from  mineral  location. 

Part  C  -  Develop  as  part  of  the  Rio  Grande  Wild  River  Recreation  Area 
Management  Plan,  analysis  to  determine  the  necessary  expansion  needed  to 
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accommodate  increasing  use  pressure  on  the  existing  facilities. 

Part  D  -  Identify,  designate,  develop,  and  appropriately  manage  a 
cross-country  ski  trail  system  on  Guadalupe  Mountain. 

The  recommendation  was  modified  to  drop  the  proposal  for  designation  for  the 
area  as  an  ACEC  (see  R-5.2  on  following  page)  and  to  provide  for  some  cutting/ 
removal  of  diseased  or  overmature  timber  on  a  selected  basis.   The  intent  of 
the  modification  was  to  provide  continued  access  and  use  to  the  recreation 
area  for  the  range  program  and  to  provide  an  opportunity  for  the  forestry 
program  to  remove  selected  trees  as  necessary,  in  order  to  maintain  the  health 
and  vigor  of  the  remainder  of  the  stand.   This  is  not  to  imply  that  commercial 
harvesting  will  be  sanctioned.   The  proposed  ACEC  designation  was  dropped  as 
it  was  considered  that  adequate  administrative  actions  can  be  initiated  to 
protect  the  area,  without  the  potentially  overly  restrictive  nature  of  an  ACEC 
being  established. 

The  decision  was  to  accept  the  modified  multiple-use  recommendation  to  provide 
multiple  resource  uses  while  protecting  critical  resource  areas. 

Multiple-Use  Recommendation  R-5.2  states: 

Protect  the  values  of  the  proposed  expansion  of  the  Rio  Grand  Wild  and  Scenic 
River  to  Guadalupe  Mountain  by  designating  the  areas  as  an  ACEC  and  initiate 
the  following  restrictive  management  actions: 
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1.  Evaluate  the  impacts  on  the  wildlife  habitat  in  cooperation  with  the 
NMDG&F  to  determine  the  effects  of  hunter  pressure; 

2.  Prohibit  woodcutting  on  Guadalupe  Mountain;  and 

3.  Allow  no  further  mineral  development,  material  sales,  or  rights-of-way 
on  Guadalupe  Mountain. 

The  decision  was  to  reject  the  R-5.2  Recommendation  as  it  was  combined  with 
Recommendation  R-5.1  covering  the  same  area. 
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